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The Miracle of the Miners 

For years, the San-Jose copper-gold mine in northern Chile had been plagued by problems. Shafts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher notes 

This collection of reading activities are a selection of some of my favourites. 

I have put them together as a bigger collection to allow teachers to plan a 
whole year’s worth of reading comprehensions for their children. 

Each activity contains a range of challenging questions which test 

inference, deduction and retrieval skills – ideal preparation for reading 

assessments. Children are also given an indication of marks on offer for 
each question, and teachers are provided with answers. 

As with all of my reading activities, I try to make the subject matter 

informative as well as engaging. Children get the chance to find out about a 

whole range of interesting stories and topics that may not be covered in the 
curriculum. 
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The Miracle of the Miners 

For years, the San-Jose copper-gold mine in northern Chile had been plagued by problems. Shafts and 

tunnels in the mine collapsed frequently, and eight miners had paid the ultimate price whilst doing 

their job. The owners of the mine made little improvement to the safety of the mine, so when 33 miners 

became trapped deep underground in 2010, few people expected them to survive. However, what 

happened to “Los 33” (The 33) has become one of the most remarkable and miraculous rescue and 

survival stories in history. 

August 5th 2010: A team of 33 experienced miners are working 700m below ground and 5km away 

from the entrance of the mine in the Atacama Desert. Suddenly, they hear a huge rumble from the rear 

and a cloud of dust engulfs them as part of the mine collapses. The men frantically try to dig away the 

rubble. It doesn’t take them long to realise that there is no way out – they are trapped. 

August 22nd 2010: The miners had all but given up hope. Who could possibly rescue them from 

here? All 33 were still alive, but were weak and hungry – they had survived up to now on handfuls of 

tuna and a glass of milk each day. Temperatures underground reached a sweltering 33 degrees Celsius. 

Then, something amazing happened. A tiny drill appeared through the top of the very cavern they were 

in. The miners were euphoric! They had been found! One miner grabbed a red pen and scribbled a note 

which he attached to the drill. It read (in Spanish): “We are well in the shelter, the 33 of us.” 

August 23rd to 12th October: The world watched in wonder as pictures of the miners were sent back 

to the surface using small cameras. Food packages were sent to them down the small bore-holes made 

by drills. These holes, however, were only a few centimetres across – to actually get the men out would 

require a much bigger shaft. Wonder turned to frustration as the world’s best mining experts struggled 

to come up with a rescue plan. After several attempts, and with help from NASA space agency and 

other corporations from almost every continent, a shaft reached the men that was wide enough to bring 

them to the surface. 

October 13th 2010: A capsule was 

lowered into the chamber that had 

been the men’s home for more than 

two months. Then, one by one they 

were winched to the top. A global TV 

audience of over a billion people 

watched the rescue live. Last of all, 

the leader of the trapped miners, Luis 

Urzua, was winched to freedom. 

Draped in a Chilean flag, he punched 

the air as he stepped from the capsule 

to be greeted by his nation’s 

president. This bold and daring 

rescue was complete.  

 

    Five facts about the rescue of the miners 

1. The miners survived for more than double the time that anyone else has survived a mining disaster. 

2. A small TV was installed in the mine to keep spirits up. The miners enjoyed watching films starring 

the comic actor, Jim Carrey. 

3. Miner Ariel Ticona’s wife gave birth to a daughter on September 14th. She called her daughter 

Esperanza, the Spanish word for “hope”. 

4. Despite their ordeal, only two of the men stayed in hospital for more than 48 hours. They were 

released a week after the rescue. 

5. A major film called “The 33” has been made to tell the tale of the Chilean miners. Antonio Banderas 

plays the starring role. 



Questions – The Miracle of the Miners 

1) What is the ultimate price that eight miners paid whilst doing their job? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

2) Why might the owners make no improvements to the safety of the mine? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

3) Why was it no surprise that 33 miners became trapped in August 2010? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

4) The mine was in a desert. What conditions may have made it difficult for the miners to 

be rescued? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5) What effects on the body would the temperature in the mine have on the miners? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

6) What evidence is there in the text to show that this operation was on a global scale? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7) For how many days were the men trapped underground? (1) 

____________________ 

8) What language is spoken in Chile? (1) 

___________________________________ 

9) Why might Jim Carrey films have been good choices for the miners to watch? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

10) Why might Luis Urzua have draped himself in a national flag on his return to the top? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

11) Why might Ariel Ticona’s escape from the mine have been extra special? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

12) Why do you think the Ariel Ticona’s child was called Hope? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

CHALLENGE: Write a short diary extract of Luis Urzua’s last day in the mine. Continue 

on a separate page. 



Apollo 13 

In the 1960’s, Russia and the United States competed against one another to 

explore space. The Russians struck first when Yuri Gagarin became the first 

astronaut in space in 1961. This led to newly elected United States president, 

John F.Kennedy to challenge NASA to put a man on the moon within a 

decade. NASA did not disappoint, and in July 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz 

Aldrin became the first men to walk on the moon after their mission on Apollo 11. 

“Houston, we’ve had a problem.” 

The world was captivated by the moon landings, and the Americans launched a 

number of successful missions between 1969 and 1972. However, one mission 

was far from successful. On April 11th 1970, Apollo 13 ignited its thrusters at 

the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. It was set to become the third manned 

mission to land on the moon. But two days after launch, disaster struck: an 

oxygen tank exploded, crippling the Service Module upon which the mission 

depended. The flight, commanded by James Lovell, along with John Swigert 

and Fred Haise, was in big trouble. “Houston, we’ve had a problem here,” were 

the famous words uttered by Swigert to Mission Control. The chance of a moon 

landing was well and truly over. This was now a battle for survival – could it be 

possible to bring these men home to earth on a malfunctioning spaceship?   

The first issue the men had to deal with was a lack of oxygen. Oxygen was 

needed not just to breathe, but also to power fuel cells in electrical equipment 

on board. As a result, the astronauts shut down many of the instruments on 

board, including heaters. Temperatures 

plummeted to below freezing. Furthermore, the 

crew had also run out of drinkable water. Meanwhile, scientists in 

Mission Control worked frantically to bring the stricken spacecraft back 

from space. The astronauts were instructed to leave the Command 

Module and move to the Lunar Module, as this would help save power 

in the Command Module, enabling them to survive. Adjustments were 

made to the flight path, and the Saturn V (which was the name of the 

rocket) swung behind the moon before being catapulted back to earth 

by a combination of thrusters and gravity from the moon and the earth. 

At this time, carbon dioxide levels in the rocket were dangerously high, and the astronauts were told 

to create a makeshift air purification system out of other instruments on board, which stabilised the 

problem.  

All was set for a landing in the Pacific Ocean. The astronauts left the Lunar Module, which had been 

their ‘lifeboat’ for the past three days and returned to the Command Module for the final part of the 

journey. They were still in grave danger – the Command Module would rely on emergency battery 

power during the descent to earth. Some feared it would burn up on re-entry into the earth’s orbit. 

Others worried that the parachutes would not fire due to the lack of power. As it plummeted 

towards the ocean, radio contact was lost for six minutes, which was 

87-seconds longer than Mission Control expected. Radio contact, 

however, was restored and the astronauts confirmed they were safely 

falling towards the ocean near American Samoa. About an hour later 

they were collected by USS Iwo Jima. The US President, Richard 

Nixon, immediately went to visit the astronauts, but stopped in 

Houston to award the Presidential Medal of Freedom (America’s 

highest civilian honour) to the entire control team. 



Questions – Apollo 13 

1) The 1960s is often referred to as ‘the Space Race’. Why might this be? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

2) Who do you think won the space race? Justify your answer. (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

3) What do you think the second moon landing mission was called? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

4) Here is a list of all the people mentioned in the text. Match them to the role they played. (8) 

Yuri Gagarin           Apollo 13 crew member 

John F.Kennedy                                 Apollo 13 Commander 

Neil Armstrong           US President in 1961 

Buzz Aldrin                         First man in space 

James Lovell            One of the first men on the moon 

John Swigert                         Apollo 13 crew member 

Fred Haise                         US President in 1969 

Richard Nixon                              One of the first men on the moon 

5) What do each of the pictures from the text show? (4) 

      

 

 

 

6) Why might people have struggled to believe that it was possible to save the astronauts? (3) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

7) Why do you think the Lunar Module was described as a ‘lifeboat’? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

8) Opinion is divided as to whether the mission was a failure, or that it represented NASA’s 

finest hour. What do you think, and why? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

______ 

________________________

________________________

________________________

____________ 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

______ 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

______ 



Plane crash in the Andes 

We had no choice. We had been stranded on that bleak mountain side for weeks. Nobody was coming 

to help us. Our rations of food had run out days ago. Desperate times call for desperate measures. It 

makes me sick to think about it, but then again, if we didn’t do it, I wouldn’t be here now. That’s for 

sure. 

Rugby was my life. I loved nothing more than playing rugby for the Old Christians Club with my 

friends. I lived for it. So when an opportunity came to play a match in Santiago, Chile, I signed up 

without a second thought. We boarded the Fairchild aircraft close to our home, in Montevideo, 

Uruguay and flew towards the Andes mountain range. 

Everything was going fine and the boys were in high spirits. The pilot announced that we were 

beginning our descent to Chile. The fool was wrong. He was actually hundreds of miles away from 

where he should have been. Surrounded by cloud, he’d guessed where we should be. We were not in 

Chile. We were still in the mountains. 

Suddenly, there was a terrific bang as the Fairchild hit the peak of a mountain! It tore the plane clean 

in two. A great whooshing sound filled the cabin as the fuselage hurtled down the mountain pass at 

breakneck speed. I was sure that I was going to die. Eventually, the plane banked itself in snow. I was 

unhurt. Around me, others were not so lucky. Many of my friends were screaming. I could feel the 

biting cold through the gaping hole at the back of the plane. I watched as blood trickled down beneath 

the seats. In all, twelve of my friends had died in the crash. Only 33 of us survived. I was one of the 

lucky ones. The date was 13th October 1972. 

Immediately after the crash, I used what little first aid knowledge I had to help the sick whilst my 

friends scouted the scene to look for a radio to send a mayday message. Several more passengers died 

quickly after the crash. We buried them in the snow, making simple gravestones out of bits of the 

wreckage. At that point, we still thought we would be rescued within a day, perhaps two. 

My friends found no radio. They guessed it was in the tail section of the plane, probably several miles 

away from where we were. We were surrounded by imposing peaks and treacherous snow, as far as the 

eye could see. After a couple of days, no help had arrived, and we were getting hungry. We’d exhausted 

our meagre rations – a few chocolate bars and several bottles of wine. A search party of the strongest 

men was sent up the mountain to retrieve any more food from the luggage that spilled out of the 

Fairchild during the crash. Even worse was the bitter cold! I cannot begin to describe how cold it was in 

the cabin of that plane during the night. We used every coat and item of clothing we could find in the 

luggage; stuffing from the seats and our own body heat to attempt to keep warm. 

As the days passed by, we saw planes and helicopters, but despairingly, they never saw us. We made a cross 

out of luggage and laid it near the plane to alert pilots to our presence. Each time our hearts would sink as 

they passed by. Just when we thought things couldn’t get any worse, an avalanche swept down the 

mountain during the night. Eight more of my friends perished that night, buried in a tomb of sn0w. 

Days turned to weeks. We were desperate. I could deal with the cold, but the lack of food…well I was 

going to starve to death. I was sure of it. It was at this point that two of the boys made a revolting but 

ultimately life-saving suggestion. We could eat the meat from the bodies of our dead friends. 

And so that’s how we survived. It was now December. I always thought I’d be back for Christmas. Now 

I thought I would die on this mountain. I’d used my nine lives. I remember the day when I became sure 

I would die. We had a small transistor radio, and listened to the news. Well, on this day, the 

newsreader announced that the search for us had been called off. We had been abandoned. 

There were sixteen of us left. Our only chance of getting out of this was to do it ourselves. Three of my 

friends set off on the morning of 12th December, up the mountain, to look for help. They didn’t know 

where we were or where any help could possibly be. I was convinced I would never see them again. Ten 

days passed, and then suddenly, we heard the sound of a helicopter getting closer and closer. We ran 

out of the cabin. Our friends had found help. We were saved! After 72 days, we had been found. Alive. 



 

Questions – Plane Crash in the Andes 

1) What is the first paragraph referring to? Explain why the writer is feeling this way. (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

2) Which country does the writer come from? (1) ____________________________ 

3) Can you list examples of how the writer uses his senses to describe the initial crash? (5) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

4) What was the whoosing sound caused by? (1)        __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

5) Why did the plane crash? (1) ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

6) What helped the survivors to stay alive throughout the ordeal? (3)  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7) I’d used my nine lives. What does the writer mean by this? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

8) Why was the writer convinced he would never see his friends again when they went to 

look for help on 12th December? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

9) When did the rescue helicopter arrive? (1) _______________________________ 

10) How many people were on the flight? (1) _______________________________ 

11) By the time they had been rescued, how many people had died in total? (1) _________ 

CHALLENGE: Find an atlas and see if you can find the route the aeroplane took. 

 



 

Castaway: Shipwrecked man makes land 'after 16 

months adrift' 
 When two islanders spotted a small fibreglass boat washed up on a remote Pacific atoll, they 
decided to take a closer look. What they found inside was a tale of adventure and unlikely survival 
to rival the blockbuster book and film Life of Pi: an emaciated man with long hair and a beard, who 
claimed to have been drifting for 16 months after setting out from Mexico, more than 8,000 miles 
(12,500km) away. 

The man, dressed only in a ragged pair of underpants, told his rescuers on 
Thursday that he had been adrift in the 7.3-metre (24ft) fibreglass boat, 
whose engines were missing their propellers, since he left Mexico for El 
Salvador in September 2012. A companion had died at sea several months 
ago, he said. 

The man had said his name was José Ivan and he had indicated that he 
survived by catching turtles and birds with his bare hands, but because he 
spoke only Spanish, further details were sketchy. There was no fishing 
equipment on the boat, but a turtle was inside when it washed up. 

"The boat is really scratched up and looks like it has been in the water for a 
long time," a researcher told reporters by telephone. 

According to the researcher, the islanders who found the man took him to the main island in the 
atoll – which is so remote it has only one phone line and no internet – to meet the mayor, Ione de 
Brum, who contacted the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Majuro, the Marshall Islands capital. 

"He's staying at the local council house and a family is feeding him," said the researcher, who 
added that the man had a basic health check and was found to have low blood pressure, but did not 
appear to have any life-threatening conditions and was able to walk with the aid of men on the 
island. "We've been giving him a lot of water, and he's gaining strength." 

Fraser Christian, who teaches maritime survival courses at his Coastal Survival School in Dorset, 
said the man's story, if true, would be remarkable but far from unique. It was entirely possible to 
catch turtles or small fish by hand, he said, since "they are inquisitive, and they will approach a 
small boat to shelter underneath it". The major problems the man would have faced were exposure 
and dehydration. "The basic rule is, no water, no food. You need water to digest protein. If you 
have no fresh water and it doesn't rain for a few days, so you can't collect rainwater, you have 
basically had it." 

Stories of survival in the vast Pacific Ocean are not uncommon. In 2006, three Mexicans made 
international headlines when they were discovered drifting, also in a small fibreglass boat near the 
Marshall Islands. They claimed to have survived for nine months at sea on a diet of rainwater, raw 
fish and seabirds, with their hope kept alive by reading the Bible. 

But Cliff Downing, who teaches sea survival to sailors, said he was sceptical about the latest tale. 
"It just doesn't sound right to me. There are 1,001 hazards that would make his survival for so long 
very unlikely. One would want to know a lot more." 

The text from this exercise is taken from the Guardian Newspaper in the UK. © Guardian News and Media Ltd 

http://www.theguardian.com/film/movie/149778/life-of-pi
http://www.theguardian.com/world/mexico
http://www.theguardian.com/world/marshall-islands
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/4798243.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/4798243.stm


Questions – Castaway 

1) What clues does the photograph of Jose Ivan provide to show that he had been at sea for 

a long time? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

2) What evidence is there to show that the boat had been at sea a long time? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

3) What could have happened to his companion? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

4) How do we know that the island is ‘remote’? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5) Describe Jose Ivan’s health in your own words: (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

6) What phrase in the text tells us why it would be possible for people to catch turtles and 
small fish with their bare hands in the Pacific? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

7) According to Fraser Christian, what two things are essential in order to service at sea? 

What effects on the body would the temperature in the mine have on the miners? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

8) Cliff Downing stated that there are 1001 hazards that make him doubt Jose Ivan’s story. 

List three of them: (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

9) Do you believe the story? Provide reasons based on the text. (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

10) What might Jose Ivan have said to the world’s media after his ordeal? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

CHALLENGE What do the following words from the text mean? 

Sketchy  Sceptical  Exposure  Emaciated 



 

The Loch Ness Monster 

For centuries, the presence of a large unknown animal has been thought to inhabit the 

waters of Loch Ness in the Highlands of Scotland.  

The first reported sighting of the fabled ‘Loch Ness Monster’ took place in the 6th Century 

when St Columba, an Irish monk, was said to have witnessed some local men burying a 

corpse next to the River Ness (a tributary of Loch 

Ness). Enquiring as to where this corpse came 

from, the men told him that the dead man had 

been swimming when he was attacked by a ‘water 

beast’ that had mauled him and dragged him 

under. St Columba then amazed the local men by 

sending one of his followers to swim across the 

river. The beast set off in pursuit, but St Columba 

made the sign of the cross and commanded “Go 

no further. Do not touch the man.” At once the beast halted and fled in terror, and all who 

witnessed this praised God for the miracle. 

Various sightings followed, but it wasn’t until 1933 that modern interest was sparked in the 

Loch Ness Monster. On 22nd July 1933, George Spicer and his wife saw ‘a most 

extraordinary form of animal’ cross the road in front of their car. This led people to believe 

that the creature was amphibious. 

They described the creature as having a large body about 1 metre high and 8 metres long. It 

had a long, narrow neck, slightly thicker than an elephant's trunk and as long as the width 

of the road; the neck had a series of curves in it. They saw no limbs, possibly because of a 

dip in the road obscuring the animal's lower portion.[23] It lurched across the road towards 

the loch 20 metres away, leaving only a trail of broken undergrowth in its wake. 

In August of that year, a motorcyclist named Arthur Grant claimed to have nearly hit the 

creature on a moonlit night. His description was of a small head attached to a long neck. A 

veterinary student, Grant described the creature as a hybrid between a seal and a 

plesiosaur. Following it to the loch, he only saw ripples as the creature disappeared 

beneath the surface of the loch. Several people have since poured scorn on this account, 

suggesting Grant had made up the story to explain a motorcycle accident. 

With the building of a road along the loch in the 1930s, the frequency of sightings 

increased as workmen and tourists were brought to the formerly isolated area. 

In 1938, the chief of the local police force, Chief Constable William Fraser wrote a letter 

stating that it was beyond doubt that the monster existed. His letter came as a result of 

concern that a hunting party, armed with a harpoon gun, planned to hunt and kill the 

creature. In May 1943, a member of the Royal Observer Corps was supposedly distracted 

by his duties by a large-eyed, finned creature measuring about 9 metres long and with a 

neck that came up out of the water. 

 

These stories have entertained people for decades, but it’s the presence of photographs and 

films of the Loch Ness Monster that have sparked the most curiosity. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loch_Ness_Monster#cite_note-Spicer-25


 

 Questions The Loch Ness Monster 

 

When did the first reported sighting of the Loch Ness Monster take place? (1) 

_____________________________________________________ 

Why is the word ‘fabled’ used? (1) 

_____________________________________________________ 

What does amphibious mean? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

What did St Columba witness next to the River Ness? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

How did St Columba respond to this, and what happened as a result? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

What did Arthur Grant’s and the Spicers’ description both have in common? (1) 

_____________________________________________________  

Can you think of a reason why people may have believed Arthur Grant? (1) 

_____________________________________________________ 

Now, can you think of a reason why people didn’t believe him? (1) 

_____________________________________________________ 

Why do you think the building of the road increased the frequency of sightings? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Why might people be more likely to believe the sightings in 1938 and 1943? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Can you draw a labelled picture of what George Spicer and his wife described? 

 

 

 

 



 

Bigfoot 

If you go down to the woods today, you could be in for a BIG surprise. 

Many people believe that a giant ape-like creature inhabits forests in the Pacific Northwest region 

of the United States. Bigfoot, also known as Sasquatch, is described in reports as a large hairy ape-

like creature, measuring between 2 and 3 metres in height; weighing more than 200kg; and 

covered in dark brown or reddish hair. With large eyes and a low forehead, its head is similar to 

that of a male gorilla. For those unfortunate enough to encounter it, Bigfoot is reported to have a 

strong and unpleasant odour. It is this creature’s footprints, however, that have created the 

greatest interest. At 60cm long and 20cm wide, there is no wonder that it is known as Bigfoot! 

Scientists dismiss the existence of Bigfoot, considering it to be a mixture of folklore, 

misidentification and hoax. They argue that there is not enough physical evidence to prove it 

exists. In addition, a breeding population of Sasquatch would require large numbers of the 

creatures, so surely it is not possible for such a creature to survive without solid proof. 

 

 

      

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

Sightings of Bigfoot 

 1924: Prospector Albert Ostman claimed to 
have been abducted by Sasquatch and held 
captive by the creatures in British Columbia.  

 1924: Fred Beck claimed that he and four 
other miners were attacked one night in July 
1924, by several "apemen" throwing rocks at 
their cabin in an area later called Ape 
Canyon, Washington.  

 1941: Jeannie Chapman and her children 
said they had escaped their home when a 7.5 
feet (2.3 m) tall Sasquatch approached their 
residence in Ruby Creek, British Columbia.  

 1958: Bulldozer operator Jerry Crew took to 
a newspaper office a cast of one of the 
enormous footprints he and other workers 
had seen at an isolated work site at Bluff 
Creek, California.  

 1967: Roger Patterson and Robert Gimlin 
reported that on October 20 they had 
captured a purported Sasquatch on film at 
Bluff Creek, California.  

 2007: On September 16, 2007, hunter Rick 
Jacobs captured an image of a supposed 
Sasquatch by using an automatically 
triggered camera attached to a tree.  

 

The final three sightings here have been revealed to be 

hoaxes. 

Bigfoot on the big 
screen 
 

In 1987, a fantasy comedy 

called Harry and the 

Hendersons was released. 

The film told the fictional 

story of the Henderson 

family’s encounter with 

Bigfoot. 

Starring John Lithgow, the 

movie was a smash hit, 

taking $50 million at the 

box office.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Ostman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Columbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ape_Canyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ape_Canyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_(state)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruby_Creek,_British_Columbia


 

Questions - Bigfoot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5) Link the year with the detail about the sighting of Bigfoot. One has been done for you. 

(5) 

1924                                         A cast of a footprint is made 

1924                                         Family escape their home 

1941                                          Photograph of Bigfoot taken 

1958                                          Miners attacked 

1967                                          Prospector abducted 

2007                                         Film footage captured of Bigfoot 

6) How do we know that the film, ‘Harry and the Hendersons’, didn’t actually happen? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

7) How much did the film take at the Box Office? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

1)  What sort of habitat does Bigfoot 

reportedly live in? (1 mark) 

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

2) Why do scientists dismiss the existence of 

Bigfoot? (3) 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

3) What’s the difference between Sasquatch 
and Bigfoot? (1) 

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

4) List the years of the three Bigfoot sightings 
which have been revealed to be hoaxes. (3) 

_______________________________ 

 

Can you draw a labelled picture of 

Bigfoot? (6)  



The Mary Celeste 

At 9am on the morning of Friday 

December 13th 1872, a ghostly ship 

entered the Bay of Gibraltar between 

Spain and Morocco. To the untrained eye, 

there was nothing strange about this, but 

it soon became apparent that this vessel 

was missing something vital – its crew. 

This ship was the Mary Celeste, a 100-

foot vessel weighing in at almost 300 

tonnes. Built in Canada but registered in 

New York, the ship was partly owned by 

Benjamin Spooner Briggs. Briggs was 

captain of the Mary Celeste for a trip from 

New York to Genoa in Italy - a trip that would be his last. The cargo was 1701 barrels of 

alcohol, with a value of $35,000. Captain Briggs was accompanied by his wife, Sarah; his 

two-year old daughter, Sophia Matilda; and seven crewmen. Nothing would be seen of any 

of them again. 

There are many myths surrounding the Mary Celeste. Legend has it 

that steaming cups of tea and half eaten breakfasts were in the 

galley. Seafarers also tell of a clock turning backwards and a ship’s 

cat walking around the lonely decks. Others say a blood stained 

knife was found aboard. These, however, are likely to be seafarer’s 

tales, exaggerated from port to port.  

What we do know is that the Mary Celeste was followed by another 

vessel, the Dei Gratia, which left New York eight days later. The Dei 

Gratia’s captain, Captain Morehouse had dined with Captain Briggs 

before their voyage, and told a court about the trip. Morehouse had 

recorded details of a heavy storm in the mid-Atlantic. As the Dei Gratia approached the 

coast of Europe, Captain Morehouse recognised the Mary Celeste apparently out of control. 

After signalling to her with no reply, Captain Morehouse told the court he decided to board 

her to find his friend, Captain Briggs.  

The court record stated that “The Galley was in a bad 

state, the stove was knocked out of its place, and the 

cooking utensils were strewn around. The whole ship 

was a thoroughly wet mess. The Captain’s bed was 

not fit to sleep in and had to be dried.”  

A crew member from the Dei Gratia said that no 

rescue boat was on the Mary Celeste. Significantly, 

the ship’s papers and navigation tool were also 

missing – and all of its cargo remained on the vessel. 

It seemed the crew had left in a hurry, but the 

mystery continues to captivate seamen today – what 

exactly did happen to the crew of the Mary Celeste? 

A Famous story 

The Mary Celeste is not the only ship 

to have been found abandoned but 

shipworthy so why is this story so 

captivating? It was immortalised in a 

story by Dr Arthur Conan Doyle, an 

author who would later rise to fame 

through the creation of Sherlock 

Holmes. If not for him, it’s unlikely 

that anyone would have known, or 

indeed cared, about the plight of the 

Mary Celeste. 

Captain 

Briggs 



 Questions – The Mary Celeste 

1) How big was the Mary Celeste? (2)  

______________________________________________________________ 

2) Here is a list of countries that are part of the Mary Celeste story.  

Italy  Spain  USA  Canada  Morocco 

Fill in the gaps below so that each word is used. (5) 

Mary Celeste was built in _______________ 

Mary Celeste was sailing from _______________ 

Mary Celeste was sailing to _________________ 

Mary Celeste was sailing between ___________ and ________________ when 

she was discovered. 

3) What is the name of Brigg’s wife and daughter? (2)  

______________________________________________________________ 

4) Match the number from the text to the piece of information it represents. One has been 

done for you. (3) 

1701      The length of the Mary Celeste 

35000     The number of barrels on board 

100      The year in which the mystery took place 

1872      The value, in dollars, of her cargo 

5) What myths from the text do we know are not true? (5) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

6) These, however, are likely to be seafarer’s tales, exaggerated from port to port. 

What does this line of text mean? (1)  ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

7) Who was Sherlock Holmes? Circle the correct answer. (1) 

A fictional character created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  The man who discovered the ship 

An author who wrote a story about the Mary Celeste    A detective who solved the mystery 

 

8) What do you think happened to the Mary Celeste? Use the text as evidence in your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 



The Disappearance of Lord Lucan 

For over forty years, the British public have tried to solve the 

mystery behind the disappearance of one of their most 

famous aristocrats.  

    Richard John Bingham, born in 1934, was the 7th Earl of 

Lucan. Commonly known as Lord Lucan, he was born in 

London to a very wealthy family; went to school at Eton; and 

served with the British Army for two years from 1953. From 

there, he went into a career as a merchant banker. 

     Lucan was a flamboyant and charismatic figure with 

expensive tastes and a dare-devil approach to life. One of his 

hobbies was to race powerboats. Popular on the London 

party-scene, he was even considered for the role of special 

agent James Bond. In 1963, family life beckoned, and Lucan married Veronica Duncan, 

with whom he had three children. 

     At this point, Lucan’s luck began to change. He quit his job as a banker and became a 

professional gambler. He was a great friend to the casino owners of London as he lost more 

money than he won. By 1972, his marriage ended in bitter divorce, and Lucan moved to 

another property nearby. Determined to gain custody of his children, he started spying on 

his wife and recording her phone conversations. He would pay thousands of pounds to 

private detectives. Soon, as a result of this obsession and his gambling debts, Lucan would 

become bankrupt. His divorce and gambling had a dramatic impact on his life. 

     On the evening of 7th November 1974, Sandra Rivett, a child minder, had just put the 

Lucan’s children to bed. She then asked Lady Lucan if she wanted a cup of tea, and 

dutifully went downstairs to make one. Whilst down there, the unfortunate nanny was 

bludgeoned to death with a piece of bandaged lead pipe. Her killer placed her body in a 

canvas mail bag. In the weeks that followed, Veronica had to provide her version of events 

to police. 

    Veronica said that she descended the stairs to see what was taking so long. She too was 

attacked. Screaming loudly, Veronica was told to “shut-up.” It was a voice she recognised – 

the voice of her ex-husband Lord Lucan. Veronica continued to fight for her life, biting 

Lucan’s fingers. Eventually, he relented, and Veronica asked where Rivett was. Lucan was 

evasive, but after some persistence from Veronica, he admitted to killing the babysitter. 

     Veronica told the police that she had then helped to cover the crime scene, under 

instruction from Lucan. Lucan himself walked calmly upstairs, put his eldest child to bed, 

and drove his Ford Corsair to a friend’s house, before disappearing. He has never been seen 

since. 

     Of course, he is not the only person in Britain to disappear in mysterious 

circumstances…far from it. He is the most high profile however. What happened to Lord 

Lucan on that fateful night? Was he guilty of Sandra Rivett’s murder or was there 

something else going on? You decide! 

 



Questions – The Disappearance of Lord Lucan 

1) Put the following events in the correct order by writing a number on the line. The first 

has been done for you. (7) 

          Lucan goes to school in Eton        ___  Lucan gets divorced 

____  Lucan disappears           1    Lucan is born 

____  Lucan is married                                        ___  Lucan joins the army 

____  Lucan becomes a banker     ___  Lucan has three children 

2) Knowing what you do about Lucan, what sort of school was Eton? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

3) What evidence is there to show that he had ‘a daredevil approach to life’? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

4) Why might it have been a mistake for him to quit his job as a banker and become a 

professional gambler? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5) Why was he a friend of the casino owners? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

6) What became Lucan’s obsession after his bitter divorce in 1972? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

7) Write down as many words for babysitter as you can find in the text. (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

8) How was the nanny killed? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

9) What happened to the nanny’s body after her death? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

10) What sort of car did Lord Lucan drive? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

CHALLENGE What do the following words from the text mean? 

Evasive        Persistence         Flamboyant  Bludgeoned          Aristocrat     Obsession 

 



The Turin Shroud 

It has excited Christians and baffled scientists for 

decades. At first glance, it looks like a plain piece of linen, 

but on closer inspection, the image of a person, thought to 

be Jesus Christ after his death, can clearly be seen. 

Christians believe the Shroud is the cloth that Jesus was 

buried in, and the image is the miraculous proof that 

Jesus is the Son of God. Scientists however, remain 

sceptical. Measuring fourteen feet long by 3 and a half feet 

wide, the Shroud’s recent history is well documented. 

Prior to 1353, however, there is little evidence of its 

whereabouts. 

Timeline 

1353: The Shroud's fully documented history began in Western Europe when it was revealed by 
Geoffrey DeCharney in Lirey, France. 

1452: DeCharney's granddaughter sold the cloth to the Duke of Savoy in exchange for two castles.   

1532: The burial linen was severely damaged by fire in Chambery, France. The fire was thought to 
be started deliberately. 

1534: The Shroud was repaired by the Poor Claire Nuns who were skilled in making textile 
repairs. The holes from the fire were patched and the entire cloth was attached to a backing cloth 
for support.  

1578: The cloth was moved to Turin, Italy for safe keeping and remains there until this day. It is 
kept in the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist and is only brought out for public display on rare 
occasions. The next public exhibition will be held in 2020. 

1898: The Shroud was photographed for the first time by Secondo Pia. These first pictures led to 
the discovery that the image on the cloth is actually a negative. This discovery startled the scientific 
community and stimulated worldwide interest. 

1982: The Savoy family donated the Shroud to the Catholic Church, who had been looking after it 
for centuries. 

1988: The Shroud was carbon dated by scientists at Oxford University in England. They indicated 
a date range of between 1260 to 1390 making the cloth only about 700 years old.  

1997: An Israeli Botanist verified that several sources of 
pollen removed from the Shroud were from plants that grow 
only around Jerusalem – where Jesus died. 

2014: A team of Italian scientists provide new evidence 
suggesting that the Shroud does date back to the time of 
Christ. They believe that an earthquake in 33AD released a 
flood of neutron particles that imprinted an X-Ray image on 
the cloth. 

 

http://shroud2000.com/ImageDiagram.html


Questions – The Turin Shroud 

1) Why are Christians excited about the Turin Shroud? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

2) Why are scientists sceptical about it? (1) 

______________________________________________________________

3) Why do some Christians think that the Shroud proves that Jesus is the Son of God? (1) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

4) What are the measurements of the Shroud? (2)  

______________________________________________________________ 

5) In 1452, we are given the impression that the Shroud is highly valuable. Why is this? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

6) In 1532 the Shroud was damaged in a fire, thought to have been started deliberately. 

What might be someone’s reason to this? (1) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7) Where is the Turin Shroud today? (3)  

 

______________________________________________________________ 

8) What evidence in the text casts doubt on the Turin Shroud being genuine? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

9) Match the following years to the detail about the Shroud. One has been done for you. (8) 

2020   Sold to the Duke of Savoy 

1532   Repaired by nuns 

1988   Damaged in fire 

1534   Startled the scientific community 

1898   Donated to the Catholic Church 

1982   Pollen matches found 

1997   Carbon dating shows Shroud to be 700 years old 

                       1452   Shroud to go on public display 

 1578   Moved to Turin  



The Roswell Incident 
On the evening of Wednesday July 2nd 1947, an Unidentified Flying Object crashed near Roswell in 

New Mexico. Could this have been an alien spacecraft? Could there have been a cover-up? Read the 

newspaper report following the incident, and the information at the foot of the page, and decide for 

yourself! 
Taken from the Roswell Daily 

Record, Tues July 8th 1947: 

The intelligence office of the 

509th Bombardment group 

at Roswell Army Air Field 

announced at noon today, that 

the field has come into 

possession of a flying saucer. 

According to information 

released by the department, over 

authority of Major J. A. Marcel, intelligence officer, the disk was recovered on a 

ranch in the Roswell vicinity, after an unidentified rancher had notified Sheriff 

Geo. Wilcox, here, that he had found the instrument on his premises. 

Major Marcel and a detail from his department went to the ranch and recovered the 

disk, it was stated. After the intelligence officer here had inspected the 

instrument it was flown to higher headquarters. The intelligence officer stated 

that no details of the saucer's construction or its appearance had been revealed. 

Eyewitnesses, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Wilmot, saw what they thought was a flying disk. 

They were sitting on their porch at 105 South Penn, Roswell last Wednesday night at 

about ten o'clock when a large glowing object zoomed out of the sky from the 

southeast, going in a north-westerly direction at a high rate of speed. Wilmot 

called Mrs. Wilmot's attention to it and both ran down into the yard to watch. It 

was in sight less than a minute, perhaps 40 or 50 seconds, Wilmot estimated. 

Wilmot said that it appeared to him to be about 1,500 feet high and going fast. He 

estimated between 400 and 500 miles per hour. In appearance it looked oval in shape 

like two inverted saucers, faced mouth to mouth, or like two old type washbowls 

placed, together in the same fashion. The entire body glowed as though light were 

showing through from inside. Mrs. Wilmot said she heard a swishing sound for a very 

short time.  

Wilmot, who is one of the most respected and reliable citizens in town, kept the 

story to himself hoping that someone else would come out and tell about having seen 

one, but finally today decided that he would go ahead and tell about it.  

The following day, the newspaper ran a story reporting that the flying disk was in fact a crashed 
weather balloon which had been incorrectly identified. The RAAF, who were by now in possession of 
the wreckage and had sealed off the area, issued the press release. Many residents in Roswell were 
sceptical. By this point, a number of farmers had reported seeing abnormal wreckage with strange 
markings. Some would testify that this was certainly no weather balloon. Others reported having items 
from the wreckage, taken as souvenirs, seized by officials. 

In 2007, an officer from Roswell made a stunning confession as he lay on his deathbed. He said that 
not only did he see an alien craft, but also alien bodies. Lieutenant Walter Haut described seeing two 
bodies, partly covered in tarpaulin. They are described as being 4-feet tall with irregularly large heads. 
The craft he described as being 15-feet in diameter and shaped like an egg. There were no windows, 
wings, tail or landing gear. “I am convinced that what I personally observed was some kind of crew and 
its craft from outer space,” he said. His statements are backed up by a request from the air base to a 
local mortician for child-sized coffins at the time of the incident. 



Questions – The Roswell Incident 

1) Where is Roswell? (1) _____________________________________________ 

2) What does ‘cover-up’ mean? (1)  

 

______________________________________________________________ 

3) What does RAAF stand for? (1) _______________________________________ 

4) Who is the intelligence officer at the RAAF? (1) ____________________________ 

5) Why might people have believed Mr Wilmott’s account? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

6) Why might some farmers have speculated that an alien space ship had crashed? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7) How did officials try to hide the evidence from the general public? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

8) Why might Lt. Walter Hunt have waited until he was about to die to tell the truth? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

9) What other evidence in the text suggests that small bodies were discovered? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

10) If the story is true, why might the authorities have wanted to cover it up? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

11) In the first box, draw a labelled picture of what Mr and Mrs Dan Wilmott witnessed. 

      In the second box, draw a labelled picture of what Walter Haur described. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

A Tale of Two Soldiers – Private John Parr  

I was fourteen when I joined the army in 1912. I lied about my age, along with quarter of a 

million other boys. Working as a caddie at the local golf course was OK, but it was nothing 

compared to the adventure that awaited me! Of course, Mum was very unhappy, even more 

so when war was declared in 1914. 

     By then, I was seventeen. Older. More mature. And excited about serving my country. 

My superiors said I was clean, sober and intelligent, but “Inclined to be subordinate.” Yes 

that’s me! A brown-haired, brown-eyed little rascal! At 5ft 3in I was not the tallest soldier, 

but I made up for that. 

     I left my home in north London with a spring in my step. 

My regiment, the Middlesex, set sail from Southampton to 

Boulogne-sur-Mer. Our aim was to stop the German army 

who were invading Belgium. 

     My role was a reconnaissance cyclist. This meant I passed on 

important messages to the commanding officers, such as the 

details of the positions and movement of enemy troops.  
     The memories are so vivid now as I look down. I was near the 

French border with Belgium in a village. I remember the German 

cavalry coming towards me; my bike no match for the speed of 

their horses. I remember going down, but I couldn’t tell you where the bullet came from. It 

could have even been one of the Allied soldiers. We were so young and on edge. None of us 

had been in that situation before. The reality was terrifying. 

     You may be thinking ‘why is his story so special?’ After all, 700,000 British soldiers died 

in the war. Well, I’m John Parr, the very first British soldier to be killed in World War One. 

     A hundred years on, people are still unsure 

how I was killed. But I was one of the lucky ones. 

I missed out on the trenches, poison gas and 

mechanised warfare. At least it was quick for me. 

 

A reconnaissance 

cyclist 

Fact file: Private John Parr 

Born: 

 19th July 1897, Church End, England 

Died:  

21st August 1914, Obourg, Belgium 

Parents: 

Edward Parr (Milkman) & Alice Parr 

Service:  British Army 

Rank: Private 

Unit:   

4th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment 



Questions – A Tale of Two Soldiers: Private John Parr 

1)  How many boys lied about their age to get into the army? (1) 

___________________ 

2) How did John Parr’s Mum feel about him joining the army? (1) _________________ 

3) What job was he doing before he signed up? (1) ____________________________ 

4) Complete the following information about John Parr at the outbreak of war: (8) 

Height  
Age  
Eye colour  
Hair colour  
Positive comments from 
superiors 

 

Negative comments from 
superiors 

 

 

5) What was John Parr’s role in the war? (1) ________________________________ 

6) What was the aim of his regiment? (1) __________________________________ 

7) Why might John Parr have been killed by one of the Allied soldiers? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

8) Why does he describe himself as ‘one of the lucky ones’? (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

9) ‘The memories are so vivid now as I look down’. What does Private John Parr mean by 

‘as I look down’? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

10) What did his father do for a living? (1) 

__________________________________ 

11) The official cemetery records show the age at his death to be 20. Why might this be? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

CHALLENGE: What do the following words from the text mean? 

reconnaissance  vivid  superiors  cavalry  subordinate 

  



 

A Tale of Two Soldiers – Private George Ellison 

We were all so excited about the Armistice. We had been at war for four 

long, brutal years, but peace was just around the corner. Leeds was 

awash with bunting. The ladies put on their best frocks. People baked 

and celebrated in the streets, myself included. Why were we so happy? 

We had defeated the enemy. And our men would be coming home. 

     Not all of them, of course. Many had lost their lives along the way. 

This war had left scars in every street. Husbands and fathers never to 

return, or sometimes so badly injured they would have been better off 

dead. But for me, I couldn’t have been happier. My precious sweetheart, 

George, the love of my life had made it! He was coming home to me and 

our young son James.  
     How he had made it, I was never quite sure. I received his letters 

from the front, but he didn’t give much away. What I do know is that he 

loved being a soldier. He was a miner before the war, but in August 1914, at the age of 32, he 

was part of the British Expeditionary Force that went to Europe – 120,000 men in all. There 

were tears, but none of us expected they would be gone so long. We thought they’d be back in 

time for Christmas! 

     He was a good soldier. Well, he must have been. He was one of the first to fight in the 

trenches. He probably escaped the poisoned gas that the Germans sent in. And he survived the 

Battle of the Somme. He was like a cat with nine lives! 

     After the Armistice, boats returned from Europe filled with soldiers. Families reunited. 

Happiness. Relief. Joy. But George wasn’t on the boats. A few days later I received a telegram. 

He wouldn’t be coming on a boat. He wouldn’t be coming at all. My George had died in the 

very last minutes of the war. 

     It was 11th November 1918. The Allies were advancing to the Belgian border. They knew that 

peace would be declared at 11am. At 9.30am, George was ‘Killed in Action’. It was a deadly 

battle – 11,000 soldiers slain - that people forgot about as they celebrated victory. But not me. 

It left my life in ruins. My husband, my brave and fearless soul mate; the last man to be killed 

in World War One. 

    If you ever get the chance to visit my George, you’ll find him in St Symphorien military 

cemetery near Mons just inside the Belgian border. Amongst the rows of neatly attired 

headstones, you will see his grave beneath the trees. Just fifteen feet away lies another grave. 

Identical, but for the name and details. Private John Parr, died 21st August 1914. The first and 

the last, together in peace.  

Fact file: Private George Edwin Ellison 

Born:  1878, Leeds 

Died:   11th November 1918, Mons, Belgium 

Family:  Married to Hannah Maria Burgan, Father to 

James Cornelius 

Service:  British Army 

Rank: Private 

Unit:  5th Royal Irish Lancers 



Questions – A Tale of Two Soldiers: Private George Ellison 

1) Why were people excited about the Armistice? (1) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2) What did people do to celebrate this? (3) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

3) Why would some of the soldiers who returned have been better off dead? (1)  

_________________________________________________________________ 

4) What did George Ellison do before the war? (1) 

_______________________________ 

5) How many soldiers were in the British Expeditionary Force in 1914? (1) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

6) Why does the writer say that George Ellison was a good soldier? (3) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

7) Why do you think soldiers were fighting until the moment the Armistice was signed? (1) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

8) Think of some words that describe how the writer felt after finding out George was killed? (3) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

9) Why would she feel this way? (2) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

10) How many soldiers died in the last ‘deadly battle’? (1) 

__________________________ 

11) How many minutes were there between his death and the signing of the Armistice? (1)  

_________________________________________________________________ 

12) Where can Private George Ellison’s grave be found? (1)  

_________________________________________________________________ 

13) What does the last sentence in the text mean: (2) 

The first and the last, together in peace. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

14) Who do we assume has written this text? (1) 

_________________________________ 

CHALLENGE: Write a short passage of text to describe how you think George Ellington met 

is death. 



Saving Corporal Adolf  

 

In 1938, the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, met the 

German leader, Adolf Hitler, to try to talk him out of going to war. It was 

a fruitless meeting, but Hitler showed Chamberlain a photo of an 

English Sergeant. He told Chamberlain: “That man came so near to 

killing me I thought I should never see Germany again. Providence 

saved me from such devilishly accurate fire as those English boys were 

aiming at us”.  Hitler’s saviour that day was Sergeant Henry Tandey. 

Hitler asked Chamberlain to pass on his best wishes and gratitude, and 

on his return, the Prime Minister called Henry with the message. 

    The following year, World War Two began. It was a war that was every bit as horrific and 

deadly as World War One, and its instigator was the quiet wounded German corporal that 

went on to become the brutal dictator, Adolf Hitler.  

     In 1940, Tandey was a brave air raid warden, rescuing victims of German bombs as his 

home city of Coventry blazed around him. As he watched the city burn, he felt a sickening 

sense of guilt. “What if…” he thought. 

     Tandey was the most highly decorated British private soldier of the First World War. 

Indeed he was a hero, but he will be forever remembered as the man who didn't shoot 

Hitler. 

Dear Mum,   September 28th, 1918 

    Thank God! This horrible war is coming to an 
end. Oh, the things I have seen will stay with me 
forever. The countless lives lost. It’s sickening.  
     Today something curious happened. As we 
advanced upon the French battlefield, the 
enemy fleeing in terror, a wounded German 
couldn’t keep up with his fellow soldiers. I 
pointed my rifle at the young corporal. He had 
dark hair and striking eyes. Our eyes met. In 
that moment, I thought that he will have a 
family; a sweetheart; maybe a child of his own. 
I saw the fear in his eyes and I knew his destiny 
was in my hands. I couldn’t do it. I lowered my 
rifle. The corporal nodded in thanks, and 
disappeared. 
     I am proud that whatever horrors the 
enemy has committed against us, I have never 
shot a wounded, unarmed or retreating soldier. 
     I’ll be home soon, 

Your loving son, Henry 

Fact file:  

Sergeant Henry 
Tandey  

Born: 30th August 1891, 

Leamington 

Died: 20th December 

1977, Coventry 

Service:  

British Army, 1910-1926 

Awards: 
Victoria Cross 

Distinguished Conduct Medal 

Military Medal 

 



Questions – Saving Corporal Adolf 

1)  Why couldn’t the German keep up with his fellow soldiers? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________           

2) How does Henry Tandey describe the young corporal? (2) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3) What crossed Henry’s mind as their eyes met? (3) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4) Why is Henry proud of himself? (3) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5) Match the years to the event mentioned in the text. One has been done for you: (7) 

1918    Henry Tandey is born 

1910    Henry Tandey dies 

1891    Henry joins the army 

1977    Henry is an Air Raid Warden 

1940    Henry leaves the army 

1938    World War Two begins 

1926    Henry spares Hitler’s life 

1939    Henry receives a phone call from the Prime Minister 

6) How old was Henry when he died? (1) 

________________________________________ 

7) What awards did Henry receive? (3) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

8) Why did the British Prime Minister meet the German leader? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

9) Why did Henry feel a sickening sense of guilt in 1940? (2) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

10) Complete the sentence that Henry thought: “What if… 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________”

11) How do you think Henry should be remembered? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 



    

 

 

 

American Hero in 

Daring Escape 
A US Naval Officer 

has received the 

medal of honour 

for his remarkable 

escape from a 

prisoner of war 

camp. 

 

  Edouard Izac was 

aboard the USS 

President Lincoln 

when it was 

torpedoed by a 

German Submarine 

on May 31st 1918. 

Most of his 

crewmates escaped, 

but Izac was 

captured and taken 

on the U-boat back 

to Germany. Izac, 

who was the son of 

German immigrants, 

understood the 

German language 

and gathered vital 

information during 

this journey which 

he was determined 

to pass on to his 

commanders. 

 

   Because of 

this, he took 

great risks in 

trying to escape.  

   

    

 

   On one occasion, 

he was recaptured 

after jumping from 

the window of a 

moving train.    

    In October 1918, 

he had another 

chance. He scaled 

the barbed wire 

fence of his prison 

camp, stopping along 

the way to draw fire 

from prison guards 

to allow other 

prisoners to flee. 

Izac then spent 

several days 

sneaking through 

enemy territory. He 

lived off the land, 

before swimming up 

the River Rhine into 

neutral Switzerland. 

His escape was 

complete, and he 

passed his 

information on. 

   

    

Soldier gives his 

life to save 

comrade 
A British soldier has 

paid the ultimate price 

after refusing to leave 

a wounded colleague 

beneath a German 

battlefield. 

 

  Sapper William 

Hackett, aged 40, was 

deemed too old to be on 

the Front line. Since 

he was a miner, 

however, he became an 

expert tunneler in the 

war. This involved 

digging tunnels 

underground to try and 

destroy enemy trenches. 

    

     A German bomb 

exploded in a tunnel 

that they were in and 

Hackett and his men 

were trapped 40-feet 

underground. After 20 

hours, rescuers reached 

the tunnelers, and 

Hackett helped three of 

them get out. Thomas 

Collins, 22, was badly 

injured and remained in 

the tunnel. Hackett, 

who was not injured, 

refused to leave 

Collins and waited for 

four more days as the 

rescue continued. 

Tragically, the tunnel 

and shaft collapsed, 

and they both died. 

   

    

The Daily News 



Questions – The Daily News 

1) Put the following events from Edouard Izac’s story in order by writing a number after the event. 

The first has been done for you. (5) 

Passed his information on                                __________ 

Swum up the River Rhine    __________ 

Jumped out of the window of a train  __________ 

Escaped from prison camp    __________ 

Torpedoed by a submarine     1 

Captured by the Germans    __________ 

 

2) What is another word for a German submarine? (1) ______________________________ 

3) Why was it of benefit to Izac that he was the son of German immigrants? (2) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4) What happened in the unsuccessful escape attempt? (2) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5) How do we know that Izac was not the only prisoner to escape? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

6) What does it mean to ‘live off the land’? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

7) If you’re swimming up a river, are you swimming with or against the current? (1) 

___________ 

8) What is the ultimate price that William Hackett paid? (1) 

___________________________ 

9) Why were Hackett’s skills as a miner important to the war effort? (2) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

10) How far underground were Hackett and his men trapped? (1) ______________________ 

11) How many men were trapped in total? (1) ____________________________________ 

12) Which of these words best describes Izac and Hackett? Ring the most appropriate word for 

each man. (2)    

 

Edouard Izac   Loyal/Bold 

William Hackett  Loyal/Bold 

 

 



Her Majesty The Queen 

At 2.40am on 21st April 1926, a princess was born at 17 Bruton Road in 

Mayfair, London. She was the first child of her proud parents, the Duke and 

Duchess of York. Shortly afterwards, the baby princess was christened 

Elizabeth Alexandra Mary in the private chapel at Buckingham Palace. At that 

time, few people thought that the baby Elizabeth would become Queen. 

Nobody would have guessed that she would in fact 

become the longest reigning monarch in British 

history. But that is exactly what she has done!  

Marriage 

In 1947, Princess Elizabeth married Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten in 

ceremony at Westminster Abbey. The wedding was simple in comparison 

to modern royal weddings, as the UK was still recovering from the war. In 

1948, the couple had their first child, Prince Charles. Two years later, 

they had a daughter, Princess Anne. 

Becoming Queen 

Elizabeth’s father, the Duke of York, became King George VI in 1936, but his reign didn’t last long. 

In 1952, after a period of ill health, he died at the young age of 57. Princess Elizabeth received the 

news of her father’s death whilst on royal duties in Kenya. As she was next in line to the throne, the 

princess had become a Queen. On 2nd June 1953, Elizabeth was officially crowned as Queen at 

Westminster Abbey. Despite heavy rain, tens of thousands of people turned out to catch a glimpse 

of the new queen, and they were celebrations across The Commonwealth. 

A growing family 

With Elizabeth becoming Queen, the members of her family also received new titles. Her husband, 

Prince Philip, became the Duke of Edinburgh. Prince Charles became the Prince of Wales, whilst 

Princess Anne was given the title of the Princess Royal. In 1960, their third child arrived – Prince 

Andrew. Four years later, Prince Edward was born. Today, The Queen also has eight grandchildren 

and five great grandchildren. 

A day in the life of The Queen 

The Queen performs many duties each day. Some are public duties, ceremonies or visits from 

kings and queens from other countries. She often travels abroad, and must always look her best as 

the cameras of the world’s media are always centred on her. But she also 

has duties away from the spotlight, such as reading letters from the 

public and meeting political leaders like the Prime Minister. When she 

has some time to herself, she takes a keen interest in horses and dogs. 

Not a lot of people know this, but she also enjoys Scottish country 

dancing while staying at Balmoral Castle, her holiday home in Scotland.  

The longest serving British monarch 

On 9th September 2015, Queen Elizabeth II became the longest serving 

British monarch of all time, spending 63 years and 217 days on the 

throne. The previous holder of that record was Queen Victoria. On April 

21st, 2016, the Queen celebrated her 90th birthday – another milestone in 

the life of this remarkable lady. 



Questions – Her Majesty The Queen  

1) Match the following years to the event in The Queen’s life. One has been done for you. (6) 

 

1947   90th birthday of The Queen 

1926   Elizabeth crowned as Queen 

1948   Birth of The Queen 

1960   George VI crowned king 

1952   The Queen’s wedding 

2016   Prince Charles is born 

1953   Prince Andrew is born 

1936   Death of King George VI 

 

2) Why is it surprising to find out where The Queen was born? (1) 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Which two significant events occurred at Westminster Abbey? (2) 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Why must The Queen have had mixed feelings on her coronation day? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

5) From the text, who do the following titles belong to? (4) 

Duke of York              ______________________________________ 

Duke of Edinburgh   ______________________________________ 

Prince of Wales         ______________________________________ 

Princess Royal           ______________________________________ 

 

6) What do not a lot of people know about The Queen? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

7) Who was previously the longest reigning UK monarch? (1)  

 



Parachuting into the Olympic Stadium! 

The Queen displayed her sense of humour during 

the opening ceremony of the London Olympics in 

2012 by appearing alongside fictional secret 

agent James Bond. Appearing on video link from 

Buckingham Palace, Bond invited The Queen to 

join him in a helicopter ride to the stadium. 

Above the stadium, a parachutist jumped from 

the helicopter, dressed as The Queen. The 

parachuted disappeared behind the stadium, and 

a moment later, The Queen emerged in the Royal 

Box. It was a splendid moment! 

Her Majesty The Queen Part 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting The Queen 

If you are one of the thousands of people lucky 

enough to meet Her Majesty, it is advised to 

observe the traditional forms of greeting. For 

men, this is a neck bow (from the head only), 

whilst women do a small curtsy. On being 

presented to The Queen, a person should 

address her as Your Majesty at first, and after 

this, ‘Ma’am.’ 

The Queen’s wardrobe 

The Queen has worn more than 10,000 

outfits on her royal engagements, so her 

wardrobe must be huge! Each dress and 

hat is tailored by a team of twelve highly 

skilled seamstresses, dressmakers and 

milliners, headed up by her senior 

dresser, Angela Kelly. She is well known 

for favouring bright colours. At Prince 

William’s wedding, she wore yellow, 

whilst at her Diamond Jubilee, she wore 

blue. 

 

The Christmas Message 

In 1932, King George V delivered a Christmas 

message to citizens of the British Empire 

over the radio. Since then, this has become 

an annual tradition enjoyed by millions of 

people throughout the world on the 

afternoon of Christmas Day.  

Since 1957, the message has been televised, 

and the Queen shares her memories of the 

year. 

Two birthdays 

The Queen is in the very fortunate 

position of having two birthdays! Her 

actual birthday is on the 21st April, but 

she has her official birthday in June.  On 

this day, the spectacular ‘Trooping the 

Colour’ parade takes place. During this, 

the Household Division of Foot Guards 

and Cavalry march on Horse Guards 

Parade in London in front of members of 

the Royal Family, invited guests and 

members of the public. This tradition has 

taken place since 1748, and a date in 

June was chosen as the weather was 

more likely to be warm and sunny. That’s 

why The Queen has two birthdays! 

The Queen spends her actual birthday 

privately, but there are gun salutes in 

central London at Midday to mark the 

occasion. 

 

 

 

The date of her official birthday changes from 

year to year, and is always held on a Saturday. 

This is because the event is ma 



Questions – Her Majesty The Queen Part 2 

1) Summarise in your own words what happened in each of the following years: (4) 

 

1748 __________________________________________________ 

2012 __________________________________________________ 

1957 __________________________________________________ 

1932 _______________________________________________ 

   

2) Why is the Queen’s official birthday in June? (2) 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Who heads up The Queen’s team of tailors? (1) _________________________ 

 

4) What are the differences between how a man and a woman should address The 
Queen? (2) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

5) How has The Queen publicly shown that she has a sense of humour? (3) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Which sub-heading from the text goes with each of the following pictures? (3) 

 

7) What does The Queen do to celebrate each of her birthdays? (4) 

 

21st April _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Official birthday in June_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

________

________

________

________

________

________

________ 

________

________

________

________

________

________

________ 

________

________

________

________

________

________

________ 



The Royal Wedding 

Prince William married his university 

sweetheart Kate Middleton in 2011 at 

Westminster Abbey. William’s brother, Harry, 

was his best man. Almost two thousand guests 

were invited to the wedding, whilst 26 million 

watched on the TV in the UK. Around the 

world, millions more tuned in, with 72 million 

people watching a live stream on YouTube. The 

celebrations carried on throughout the day in 

the UK, which held a public holiday so people 

could celebrate the event. 5000 street parties 

took place across the nation, and a million 

people lined the route between Westminster 

Abbey and Buckingham Palace. This is likely to 

be the biggest Royal Wedding for a generation, 

as William and Kate will one day be king and 

queen. 

The Royal Family Tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prince Charles 

b. 1948 

m. Diana 1981 

div. 1996 

m. Camilla 2005 

Princess Anne 

b. 1950 

m. Mark 1973 

div. 1992 

m. Timothy 

1992 

Prince 

Andrew 

b. 1960 

m. Sarah 

1986 

div. 1996 

 

Prince 

Edward 

b. 1964 

m. Sophie 

1999 

 

 

Peter Phillips b. 1977 Zara Phillips b. 1981 

Princess Eugenie b. 1990 Princess Beatrice b. 1988 

Lady Louise b. 2003 Viscount Severn b. 2007 

Prince 

William 

b. 1982 

m. 

Catherine 

2011 

 

Prince George b. 2013 Princess Charlotte b. 2015 

Prince 

Harry 

b. 1984 

 

Queen Elizabeth II 

b. 1926 

m. Philip 1947 

 

 

Key 

b. = born 

m. = married 

d. = divorced 

 



Questions – The Royal Family Tree 

1) When were the following members of the Royal Family born? (4) 

 

Princess Anne      ___________ 

Princess Beatrice     ___________ 

Prince George     ___________ 

Lady Louise      ___________ 

    

2) What are the names of Princess Anne’s children? (2) 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Which of The Queen’s children has had the most children? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

4) How many grand-children does the Queen have? (1) ___________ 
 

5) Which of The Queen’s children has been married more than once? (2) 

__________________________________________________________ 

6) How many divorces has there been in the Royal Family Tree? (1) 

______________ 

7) How many years were there between the birth of Prince Charles and Prince Edward? (1) 

________ 

8) Which of The Queen’s children was the first to get married? (1) 

____________________ 

9) Who is The Queen’s youngest grand-child? (1) _____________________________ 

10)  Provide three reasons how we know that the Royal Wedding was a very popular 
event. (3) 
1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________ 

CHALLENGE In the space below, can you draw your family tree like the one you’ve looked at?  

 

 

 

 



Santa Claus 

Saint Nicholas lived in Turkey during the 4th century. As the Bishop of Myra, it was believed that he 

performed a number of miracles involving children. In religious tradition, he became the patron saint 

of childhood, and was given his own feast day, on December 6th. 

Eventually, Christmas came to be celebrated on 25th December, and word spread that St.Nicholas 

would visit homes on the night before Christmas. Excited children would leave nuts, apples and sweets 

to welcome him. 

Sadly, in the fifteenth century, as the reformation took hold, many people in Europe lost interest in this 

tradition. In Holland however, “Sinter Klass” was still welcomed into the homes of children on 

Christmas Eve. 

Meanwhile, in the early part of the 19th century, Americans were showing a great interest in Dutch 

customs following the Revolutionary War. One of these traditions was that of “Sinter Klass”, who of 

course would become Santa Claus. 

Nobody has done more to create the modern image of Santa than Clement Clarke Moore, a professor 

and author from New York City. His book, A Visit from St Nicholas, written in 1822, is one of the most 

famous books in the world. Now it is known as The Night Before Christmas. In it, we read of a man 

being woken on the night before Christmas by a clatter of reindeer hooves and a sleigh landing on his 

roof. Moments later, Santa Claus emerges from the fireplace. 

The poem doesn’t mention the colour of Santa’s clothes. In fact St.Nicholas appeared in purple, green 

and blue priestly robes, as well as red. It is only through mass advertising of a soft drinks brand, 

however, that the image of the modern day Santa has been firmly cast in our minds. In 1931, Coca-Cola 

commissioned artist Haddon Sundblom to paint the character for its Christmas adverts. Sundblom 

chose to give Santa a scarlet coat. The adverts ran for thirty years, by which time the idea of him 

appearing in any other colour would have been bizarre. 

Santa Claus continues to light up the world with the spirit of Christmas. In 2014, he is expected to 

deliver almost a billion presents to excited children around the world. What will he bring you?! 

Names for Santa around the world:    

France: Pere Noel  Mexico: Nino Jesus Russia: Ded Moroz (Grandfather Frost) 

Germany: Kris Kringle Morocco: Black Peter UK: Father Christmas 

An extract from The Night Before Christmas: 

 
He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, 

And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot.  

A bundle of Toys he had flung on his back, 

And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack. 

 

His eyes-how they twinkled! His dimples how merry! 

His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! 

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, 

And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow. 

 

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, 

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath. 

He had a broad face and a little round belly, 

That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly! 



Questions – Santa Claus 

1) Where was St.Nicholas from; when did he live and what was his job? (3) 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

2) Why did he become patron saint of children? (1) 

____________________________________________________________ 

3) What was he known in Holland? (1) 
__________________________________ 

4) What was The Night Before Christmas originally called? (1)  

____________________________________________________________ 

5) Why does the text say that ‘Nobody has done more to create the modern image of Santa 
than Clement Clarke Moore’? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

7) Which artist was commissioned by Coca-Cola 
for its Christmas advertising? (1) 

_______________________________ 

8) Why did Coca-Cola represent him in red?   
(1) 

_______________________________ 

9) Were Coca-Cola adverts the first time Santa 
had been portrayed in red? Explain how you 
know from the text. (2) 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

CHALLENGE: St.Nicholas Day was 

originally on December 6th, but we 

celebrate Christmas on December 25th. Do 

some research on the internet to find out 

why this is. 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

___________________________ 

_______________________________ 

   

6) Using the text from The Night Before 

Christmas, draw a labelled picture of 

Santa. There are 13 things you should be 

drawing! (13) 

 



The Christmas Tree 

Throughout the land, Christmas trees bring joy and excitement to families during the festive 

season. But why is it that they have become the focal point of our celebrations? 

Long before Christmas was a celebrated festival, the evergreen fir tree was used to mark the winter 

solstice. Going back thousands of years, pagans would use the always green branches to decorate 

their ancient homes. This marked the change in daylight hours, and the hope of the spring to 

come. 

Trees were first cut down and brought into people’s homes in northern Germany in 1531. These 

were not initially decorated, but by 1605, paper roses, apples and sugar candy began to appear on 

the trees. The richest people would use thin strands of fine silver tinsel. This trend spread through 

Europe, and by 1650, dolls and other presents were hung from the trees. Servants would shake 

these so toys and candy would drop off the branches for the excited children below. It is thought 

that Martin Luther, the 16th century preacher, was the first to add lighted candles to a tree after 

being inspired by seeing the stars twinkling above an evergreen forest. 

In the early 1800s, many German families migrated to America, and 

brought the idea of Christmas trees across the Atlantic. In 1841, the 

German Prince Albert, who was married to Queen Victoria, the queen of 

the British Empire, erected a large Christmas tree at Windsor Castle in 

England. The American people admired the young British queen, and 

newspapers printed the picture of the royal family around their tree 

(left). All of a sudden, Christmas trees were springing up in the homes of 

rich people right across the United States, and not just in the homes of 

German families. It didn’t take long for the trend to reach the White 

House: Franklin Pierce became the first US President to display a tree in 

1856. 

In the 1880s, many Italian immigrants arrived in the United States, bringing with them their own 

nativity scenes as Christmas decorations. This only served to make the Christmas tree more 

popular. Indeed, if you wanted to be seen as a patriotic American, you would decorate a tree rather 

than have a nativity scene, like the Italians. Now it was no longer just the rich who were part of this 

tradition. Not all Americans linked the tree to religion, however. In Massachusetts, it was a 

criminal offence to hang decorations from a tree. The influence of Puritans in the state condemned 

it as a heathen tradition.  

Traditionally, Europeans preferred short Christmas trees, about 1.5m in height, but the Americans 

liked their tree to reach from floor to ceiling. With the introduction of electricity, many families 

started to decorate trees with lights in the early 20th century. One of the most famous trees is to be 

seen at the Rockefeller Centre, which first appeared in 1933. Now, the tree is covered in 30,000 

lights powered by solar panels. Meanwhile, in the UK, the annual tree on display in Westminster, 

London, is actually a gift from the people of Oslo. This is to express their gratitude for Britain’s 

help to Norway during World War Two. The tradition started in 1947 and has continued ever since. 

      Christmas tree facts and figures 

 It takes six to ten years of fighting heavy rain, wind, hail and drought to get a mature 
tree.  

 The most popular Christmas trees are: Scotch pine, Douglas fir, noble fir, Fraser fir, 
balsam fir, Virginia pine and white pine.  

 There are approximately 350 million Christmas trees growing on U.S. farms.  
 Approximately 100,000 people are employed in the Christmas tree industry.  
 The mean average purchase price of a live tree in 2012 was $41.30. 



Questions – The Christmas Tree 

1) How did evergreen trees mark the winter solstice? (2) 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

2) Which country started the tradition of Christmas trees? (1) 

_____________________ 

3) Use the following years to create a timeline showing the history of the Christmas tree, 

Answers MUST be in your own words. One has been done for you. (6) 

1531    In houses in northern Germany, fir trees were chopped down and put on display. 

1605   ________________________________________________________ 

1650   ________________________________________________________ 

1841   ________________________________________________________ 

1856   ________________________________________________________ 

1933   ________________________________________________________ 

1947   ________________________________________________________ 

4) Match the person to the part they played in the history of the Christmas tree. (3) 

Prince Albert    Added lighted candles to a tree   

Franklin Pierce   Put up a tree for the royal family at Windsor Castle 

Martin Luther   First US President to put up a tree in the White House 

5) What clue is there that the hanging of toys on trees in 1650 was done by rich people? (1)  

______________________________________________________________ 

6) Who is thought to be responsible for Christmas trees becoming popular across America? (1)  

______________________________________________________________ 

7) How do traditional European and American preferences for trees differ? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

8) Match the information below to the famous Christmas tree. One has been done for you. (3) 

 Rockefeller Westminster 
First appeared in 1933   
A gift from the people of Oslo   
Covered in 30,000 lights   
A tradition started in 1947   

 

9) Why could it be said that the lights on the tree at the Rockefeller are good for the environment. (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 



The Christmas Truce 

Hostilities between Allied forces and the Germans were at their peak in December 1914. It 

was five months since the war had started and soldiers on both sides had hoped that it 

would be over by this point. Boys and men wished to be at home with their loved ones. 

Instead, they were entrenched in ditches and bunkers in Belgian fields. Some intelligence 

even suggested the Germans were planning a major attack at Christmas. 

    Late on Christmas Eve, however, 

something remarkable happened. On part 

of the front line, the British Expeditionary 

Force (BEF) heard German troops in the 

trenches opposite singing carols, and saw 

lanterns and small fir trees on display. 

Opposing soldiers began to exchange polite 

messages. Then the soldiers met in no 

man’s land. Together, they sang ‘Silent 

Night’ (Stille Nacht’ in German). They also 

buried their dead and held joint funeral 

services. They exchanged gifts – the 

Germans giving sausages, and the British giving chocolate.  

    As daylight broke on Christmas Day, the truce continued as a British soldier kicked a 

football out of his trench. The Germans joined in and allegedly won the match 3-2. At the 

end of Christmas Day, a flare was lit to signal that it was time to resume fighting. 

    The Christmas truce was not repeated in 1915, 1916 or 1917. It didn’t happen in all parts 

of the Western Front. Nevertheless, it is a story that truly captures the spirit of Christmas, 

and proves that even in the direst moments, humanity can shine through. 

  

Christmas Greetings 

During World War One, soldiers on both sides 

looked forward to receiving gifts and greetings 

cards to their loved ones back home. 



 

Questions – The Christmas Truce 

1)  How long had the war been going on for in December 1914? (1) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 2) Why was Christmas a difficult time for soldiers at war? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3) What evidence did the British forces have that the Germans were celebrating Christmas? (3) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4) What did the Germans and the British do together on Christmas Eve? (3) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5) Who started the football match on Christmas Day? (1) 

_____________________________ 

6) What word in the text suggests that we can’t be sure of the final score of the match? (1)  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

7) What evidence on the page is proof that the Christmas truce took place? (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

8) ‘…even in the direst moments, humanity can shine through.’ 

In your own words, what does this line mean? (2) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

9) Look at the Christmas Greetings cards from loved ones back home. How might the pictures on 

the cards help to boost the spirits? (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

___ 

Draw a simple design for a 

Christmas card for a soldier: 



The Titanic is sunk, with great loss of life 

April 15th, 1912      The Guardian Newspaper 

The maiden voyage of the White Star 

liner Titanic, the largest ship ever 

launched, has ended in disaster. 

The Titanic started her trip from 

Southampton for New York on 

Wednesday. Late on Sunday night she 

struck an iceberg off the Grand Banks 

of Newfoundland. By wireless 

telegraphy she sent out signals of 

distress, and several liners were near enough to catch and respond to the call. 

Conflicting news, alarming and reassuring, was current yesterday. Even after midnight it 

was said all the passengers were safe. All reports, of course, depended on wireless 

telegrams over great distances. 

Late last night the White Star officials in New York announced that a message had been 

received stating that the Titanic sank at 2.20 yesterday morning after all her passengers 

and crew had been transferred to another vessel. Later they admitted that many lives had 

been lost. An unofficial message from Cape Race, Newfoundland, stated that only 675 have 

been saved out of 2,200 to 2,400 persons on board. This was in some degree confirmed 

later by White Star officials in Liverpool, who said they were afraid the report was likely to 

prove true. Assuming that only 675 of the passengers and crew have been saved, and taking 

the smallest estimate of the number of people on board, the disaster is one of the most 

awful in the history of navigation, for at least 1,500 lives have been lost. 

The stories of the disaster are more than usually conflicting, and it is quite impossible to 

reconcile the bulk of the earlier and optimistic reports with the sinister news received after 

midnight. There is unfortunately only too much reason to believe, however, that the latest 

and worse news is nearest the truth, for none of the later cables contradict each other. 

The main hope that remains is that the Virginian or Parisian may have picked up more of 

the passengers and crew than those saved by the Carpathia. As to this there is no news at 

the time of writing. A list of the first class passengers (who are reported from New York to 

have been all saved) appears on page 6. 

White Star statement in New York, 9.35pm. Mr Franklin said, "I was confident to-day 

when I made the statement that the Titanic was unsinkable that the steamship was safe 

and that there would be no loss of life. The first definite news to the contrary came in the 

message this evening from Captain Haddock.” 



Questions – The Titanic 

1) Why was this such a big news story? Think of two reasons. (2)  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

2) This article was published on Tuesday morning. The disaster happened on Sunday night. 

Why might some of the details about the sinking conflict with others? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3) What happened to the Titanic on each of the days listed? Read the details carefully. (3) 

Wednesday 10th April _______________________________________________ 

Sunday 14th April __________________________________________________ 

Monday 15th April _________________________________________________ 

 

4) When this was written, many of the facts of the disaster were still unclear. Write down 
four facts from the text that we know as truth. (4) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5) Describe what part the following places play in the story of Titanic. (3) 

Southampton ______________________________________________ 

New York _________________________________________________ 

Newfoundland _____________________________________________ 

 

6) What was the name of the ship that rescued survivors of the Titanic? (1)  

_________________________ 

 

7) Can you think of two causes of death for victims of the tragedy? (2) 

1. ____________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________ 

EXTENSION 

Do some research to find out more about the sinking of the Titanic. What new facts can you 

find? 

 



Terror hit heart of America – Daily Mail 
September 11th, 2001 

In the most devastating and murderous terrorist 

attack in history, Middle East fanatics struck at 

the very heart of America yesterday. At least 

10,000 people were feared dead as hijacked 

airliners smashed into the twin towers of the 

World Trade Centre in New York - destroying 

them utterly - and the Pentagon in Washington. 

      Stunned U.S leaders compared the apocalypse 
to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour which 
brought America into the Second World War. 
Last night, the world was holding its breath to see 
how President Bush will react. Facing the biggest 
crisis for a president in decades, he promised to 

'hunt down and punish those responsible for these cowardly acts'. In a TV broadcast early today, Mr 
Bush said countries who harbour the terrorists will also be punished. 
 
    Islamic fundamentalists led by Afghan-based Osama Bin Laden are the chief suspects, as possibly the 
only group capable of such a co-ordinated assault on the symbols of U.S. economic and military power. 
 
     The scale of the death and destruction in the U.S. - and the wider results of the attack - was 
shattering. Some 50,000 people worked in the 110-storey towers in the heart of the Lower Manhattan 
financial district. More than 260 people were on the hijacked planes. Countless victims in the towering 
infernos burned, choked, or leapt to their deaths. Bodies, some on fire, fell 'like tickertape' said one 
witness. Then the giant buildings collapsed, killing and trapping thousands, including emergency 
workers who had rushed to the scene.  Last night, as a massive rescue operation continued, officials 
said 200 firefighters and 80 policemen were missing. 
 
     Hospitals in New York were overwhelmed. 'Hundreds of people are burned from head to toe,' said 
Dr Steven Stern, of St. Vincent's Hospital in nearby Greenwich Village. Dazed people stumbled 'like 
ghosts' on scarred and bloodied streets. Dust from the collapsed towers was so thick firemen needed 
breathing apparatus to walk through it. 
 
    In Washington, where top military commanders died as one of the Pentagon's five sides collapsed, 
the White House and all key buildings were evacuated and troops were deployed in the centre. Chaos 
spread throughout the U.S. All flights were grounded for the first time in history. Borders with Canada 
and Mexico were closed. Public buildings were evacuated and markets, schools and even theme parks 
were closed. 
 
     Shockwaves were felt around the world, where millions of appalled viewers watched the disaster 
unfolding on live TV. The effects were even visible in space. Frank Culbertson, commander of the 
International Space Station, said: 'As we went over Maine, we could see New York and the smoke from 
the fires. Our prayers and condolences to everyone.' The Queen said she watched developments in 
'growing disbelief and total shock' and offered her thoughts and prayers to Americans. 
 
     The horror began shortly after 8am U.S. time, when two flights from Boston to Los Angeles were 
hijacked and forced to fly to New York. There, the terrorists seized the controls and smashed the 
airliners, both loaded with fuel, straight into the World Trade Centre towers. 
 
     The first jet to hit, an American Airlines Boeing 767, was carrying 81 passengers and 11 crew. The 
second, a United Airlines flight, had 56 passengers and nine crew aboard. This was also a Boeing 767, 
flying from Logan to Los Angeles. Then a third hijacked jet, an American Airlines Boeing 757 carrying 
58 passengers and six crew from Washington to Los Angeles, ploughed into the Pentagon. A fourth 
plane, a United Airlines Boeing 757 from Newark, New Jersey, to San Francisco, was also hijacked but 
crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. None of the 45 passengers and crew survived. 



 
 

Questions – Terror hit heart of America  

1) What do each of the numbers from the text tell us about the tragedy? (4) 

 

110             ___________________________________________________ 

80              ___________________________________________________ 

260            ___________________________________________________ 

50,000     ___________________________________________________ 

 

2) Does the article tell us exactly how many people died? Explain your answer. (2) 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

3) In contrast to the sinking of the Titanic, the world found out about the events of 9/11 

as they were happening. Why do you think this was? (2) 

  __________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

4) Who said the following quotes about the attacks? (3) 
‘As we went over Maine, we could see New York and the smoke from the fires. Our prayers and condolences 

to everyone.'   

_________________________ 

‘Hundreds of people are burned from head to toe.’ 

_________________________ 

'...hunt down and punish those responsible for these cowardly acts.’ 

_________________________ 

5) What happened for the first time in history as a result of the attacks? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

6) Complete the table below, including details of the planes hijacked in the attacks. One 

has been done for you. (15) 
Airline Type of plane Flying from… Flying to… Number of 

passengers. 

American Boeing 767 Boston Los Angeles 81 
     
     
     

 

EXTENSION 

This attack was compared to Pearl Harbour. Research in books and on the Internet to try to explain why. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 



Thousands die in Asian tsunami – BBC 

Boxing Day, 2004 
 
Massive sea surges triggered by an earthquake under the Indian Ocean 
have killed over 10,000 people in southern Asia, with many more feared 
dead. An 8.9 magnitude earthquake under the sea near Aceh, north 
Indonesia, at 0759 local time (0059 GMT) generated the biggest tsunami 
the world has seen for at least 40 years. 

The wall of water fanned out across the Indian Ocean at high speed and 
slammed into coastal areas with little or no warning. Officials in 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India have all reported death tolls in the 
thousands and the figures are expected to rise sharply over the next few 
days. 

Indonesia is thought to be the worst-hit country in the region, with 4,185 
confirmed dead. In Sri Lanka, over 3,500 people have died and one 
million more have been made homeless. President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga has declared a national emergency. Hundreds of 
fisherman are missing off the southern Indian coast and witnesses have 
reported scores of bodies being washed up on beaches. Other countries 
hit by the tsunami include Malaysia, Thailand, the Maldives, the 
Seychelles and the Indian-owned Andaman and Nicobar islands. 

Harrowing stories from the disaster zone are beginning to emerge. 
Jayanti Lakshmi, 70, lost her son and twin grandsons while out shopping 
with her daughter-in-law in Cuddalore, southern India. She said: "I wish 
I had died instead of the others, my daughter-in-law would have a life. I 
can't bear to watch her pain." 

And a father in Sri Lanka watched as his entire family was swept away by 
the sea. "It dragged my wife away, then my two-month-old twins," he 
said. "Then I watched my seven-year-old son drown." 

Large parts of the 
affected area are 
popular holiday 
destinations and 
many resorts have 
been badly hit. In 
Thailand, 
hundreds of 
holiday 
bungalows have 
been destroyed on 
the popular Phi Phi Island. Tourists from all 
over the world are thought to be among the 
dead. Health experts now fear that many 
more could die as diseases like typhoid, 
cholera and malaria spread rapidly. 

United Nations Emergency Relief Co-ordinator Jan Egeland said many of the affected areas had 
dense populations living in sub-standard housing. "This may be the worst natural disaster in 
recent history," he added. 

What we 
know now… 

The tsunami killed 

more than 200,000 

people in 13 

countries. At least 

128,000 people died 

in Indonesia alone. 

Many months later, 
bodies were still 
being discovered in 
some countries. 
There was a 
massive 
international 
response. Six 
months after the 
disaster about 
$12bn (£7bn) 
around the world 
had been pledged in 
aid. 

The Boxing Day sea 
surge was triggered 
when an 
earthquake caused 
the sea floor to jolt 
vertically by about 
10m (33ft), which 
displaced hundreds 
of cubic kilometres 
of water. 

The resulting waves 
travelled at speeds 
of up to 800km/h 
(497mph).  

 



Questions – Thousands die in Asian tsunami 

REFER TO BOTH PARTS OF THE TEXT WHEN ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

1) How is a tsunami created? (2)  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

2) Which countries were affected the most by the tsunami? (3) 

1._______________ 2. __________________ 3. __________________ 

3) How many countries in total were affected? (1) ___________________ 

4) How many people were killed in total? (1) ______________________ 

5) What are the differences between the initial news report & what we found out after? (2) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

6) Why do you think there were so many tourists in the area at the time? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

7) What diseases were expected to kill thousands of people after the tsunami?  (3) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

8) How did the rest of the world respond to the needs of the victims? (1) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

9) If the tsunami had hit the coast of the United States, there wouldn’t be as many lives 

lost. Why would this be? (1)  

______________________________________________________________  

10) Imagine you were watching the tragedy from a tall building overlooking the sea. A 

newspaper asks for you to describe what you saw. You must use evidence from the text. (4) 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 



Assassination of President John F Kennedy – New York Times 
November 22nd, 1963 

President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was shot and 
killed by an assassin today. He died of a wound in 
the brain caused by a rifle bullet that was fired at 
him as he was riding through downtown Dallas in 
a motorcade. 

Vice President Lyndon Baines Johnson, who was 
riding in the third car behind Mr. Kennedy's, was 
sworn in as the 36th President of the United 
States 99 minutes after Mr. Kennedy's death. Mr. 
Johnson is 55 years old; Mr. Kennedy was 46. 

Shortly after the assassination, Lee H. Oswald, who once defected to the Soviet Union and who has 
been active in the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, was arrested by the Dallas police. Tonight he was 
accused of the killing. 

Oswald, 24 years old, was also accused of slaying a policeman who had approached him in the 
street. Oswald was subdued after a scuffle with a second policeman in a nearby theatre. 

President Kennedy was shot at 12:30 P.M., Central Standard Time (1:30 P.M., New York time). He 
was pronounced dead at 1 P.M. and Mr. Johnson was sworn in at 2:39 P.M. 

Mr. Johnson, who was uninjured in the shooting, took his oath in the Presidential jet plane as it 
stood on the runway at Love Field. The body of Mr. Kennedy was aboard. Immediately after the 
oath-taking, the plane took off for Washington. Standing beside the new President as Mr. Johnson 
took the oath of office was Mrs. John F. Kennedy. Her stockings were spattered with her husband's 
blood. 

Gov. John B. Connally Jr. of Texas, who was riding in the same car with Mr. Kennedy, was severely 
wounded in the chest, ribs and arm. His condition was serious, but not critical. 

The killer fired the rifle from a building just off the motorcade route. Mr. Kennedy, Governor 
Connally and Mr. Johnson had just received an enthusiastic welcome from a large crowd in 
downtown Dallas. 

Mr. Kennedy apparently was hit by the first of what witnesses believed were three shots. He was 
driven at high speed to Dallas's Parkland Hospital. There, in an emergency operating room, with 
only physicians and nurses in attendance, he died without regaining consciousness. 

Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Connally and a Secret Service agent were in the car with President Kennedy 
and Governor Connally. Two Secret Service agents flanked the car. Other than Mr. Connally, none 
of this group was injured in the shooting. Mrs. Kennedy cried "Oh no!" immediately after her 
husband was struck. 

Mrs. Kennedy was in the hospital near her husband when he died, but not in the operating room. 
When the body was taken from the hospital in a bronze coffin about 2 P.M., Mrs. Kennedy walked 
beside it. 

Her face was sorrowful. She looked steadily at the floor. She still wore the raspberry-coloured suit 
in which she had greeted welcoming crowds in Fort Worth and Dallas. But she had taken off the 
matching pillbox hat she wore earlier in the day, and her dark hair was windblown and tangled. 
Her hand rested lightly on her husband's coffin as it was taken to a waiting hearse.  



 

 Questions – Assassination of President John F Kennedy 

1) How did President Kennedy die? (3)  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

2) How do we know that he was the 35th President of the United States? (1) 

______________________________________________________________  

3) Why was it important that Lyndon Johnson was sworn in so quickly? (2)  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

4) What happened at each of the times listed below? (4) 

12:30pm     ________________________________________________ 

1pm   ________________________________________________ 

About 2pm  ________________________________________________ 

2:39pm  ________________________________________________ 

 

5) Match the people from the story with the statements. One has been done for you: (3) 

Lee H.Oswald     severely wounded in the chest, ribs and arm 

Gov. John B Connally Jr.                                   arrested by the Dallas police 

Vice President Lyndon Baines Johnson                        wearing a raspberry coloured suit 

Mrs. Kennedy     riding in the third car of the motorcade 

      

6) Who else was in the car with President Kennedy when he was assassinated? (3) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

7) What three words tell us that President Kennedy did not wake up after being shot? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

8) Find three phrases describing the outward appearance of Mrs. Kennedy, that show she 

had been through a traumatic ordeal. (3) 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2._____________________________________________________________ 

3._____________________________________________________________ 



Answers – The Miracle of the Miners 

1) What is the ultimate price that eight miners paid whilst doing their job? (1) 

They died. 

2) Why might the owners make no improvements to the safety of the mine? (1) 

Provide marks for answers that refer to money: Either because they didn’t have the money to 

make the improvements, or they put their own profits before the safety of the miners. 

3) Why was it no surprise that 33 miners became trapped in August 2010? (2) 

The mine had a history of accidents, and the owners had not invested in making 

improvements. 

4) The mine was in a desert. What conditions may have made it difficult for the miners to be 
rescued? (2) 
 
Provide marks that refer to remote location (1) and inhospitable conditions, such as hot and 
dry. (1) 

5) What effects on the body would the temperature in the mine have on the miners? (2) 

Provide marks that refer to excess sweating and dehydration through lack of fluids. Also 

provide a mark for weight loss. 

6) What evidence is there in the text to show that this operation involved people all over the 

world? (3) 

The world watched in wonder as pictures of the men were sent from the mine. 

NASA and corporations from almost every continent were involved in the rescue. 

Almost a billion people watched the rescue live on TV. 

7) For how many days were the men trapped underground? (1) 69.  

8) What language is spoken in Chile? (1) Spanish. 

9) Why might Jim Carrey films have been good choices for the miners to watch? (2) 

Provide marks for answers that relate to raising the spirits of the miners (1); and helping to 
take their minds off the situation (1). 

10) Why might Luis Urzua have draped himself in a national flag on his return to the top? (1) 
 
Provide marks for answers that refer to national pride; an awareness that his nation was in 
the global spotlight; or that the rescue was a great victory for Chile. 

11) Why might Ariel Ticona’s escape from the mine have been extra special? (1) 

Because his wife gave birth whilst he was in the mine. 

12) Why do you think the Ariel Ticona’s child was called Hope? (1) 

Provide answers that refer to the baby being born whilst Ticona was trapped in the mine. 

The name suggests the hope that he may come out alive. 

 

 



Answers – Apollo 13 

1) The 1960s is often referred to as ‘the Space Race’. Why might this be? (1) 

The US and Russia were competing against one another to explore space. 

2) Who do you think won the space race? Justify your answer. (3) 

Either answer acceptable, so long as relevant justification is provided. 

3) What do you think the second moon landing mission was called? (1) 

Apollo 12 

4) Here is a list of all the people mentioned in the text. Match them to the role they played. (8) 

Yuri Gagarin           Apollo 13 crew member 

John F.Kennedy                                 Apollo 13 Commander 

Neil Armstrong           US President in 1961 

Buzz Aldrin                         First man in space 

James Lovell            One of the first men on the moon 

John Swigert                         Apollo 13 crew member 

Fred Haise                         US President in 1969 

Richard Nixon                              One of the first men on the moon 

5) What do each of the pictures from the text show? (4) 

      

 

 

 

6) Why might people have struggled to believe that it was possible to save the astronauts? (3) 

A longer answer is required that could refer to conditions; distance from earth; complex 
technology and instruments; rescue not possible; unique situation etc. 

7) Why do you think the Lunar Module was described as a ‘lifeboat’? (2) 

It helped them to survive for the rest of the mission. 

8) Opinion is divided as to whether the mission was a failure, or that it represented NASA’s 
finest hour. What do you think, and why? (3) 

Either answer acceptable, so long as relevant justification is provided. 

 

 

Emblem/crest for the mission. 

The three crew members: 

Lovell, Swigert and Haise. 

Capsule being lifted from the sea 

at the end of the mission. 

The launch of Apollo 13. 



Answers – Plane Crash in the Andes 

1) What is the first paragraph referring to? Explain why the writer is feeling this way. (3) 

The first paragraph is referring to the men eating their dead friends to survive. This is 

explained more fully later in the passage. The writer feels that this is a disgusting thing to 

do, but they have run out of food and are faced with a moral dilemma. If they don’t do 

this, they’ll surely die of starvation. 

2) Which country does the writer come from? (1)  Uruguay 

3) Can you list examples of how the writer uses his senses to describe the initial crash? (5) 

Marks to be provided for reference to sounds: Bang, whoosing, screaming. Also, provide 

marks for feeling the biting cold; and for seeing blood trickling down the cabin. 

4) What was the whoosing sound caused by? (1)    

This came from the hole at the rear of the plane as it rapidly slid down the side of the 
mountain. 

5) Why did the plane crash? (1)  

The pilot started descending whilst the plane was still in the mountains. 

6) What helped the survivors to stay alive throughout the ordeal? (3)  

Provide marks for answers referring to food (chocolate, human flesh); warmth (coats, 
stuffing from seats, body heat); luck (for surviving the initial crash and avalanche); will 
to survive; and the fact that they were a rugby team so must have been fit, strong young 
men. 

7) I’d used my nine lives. What does the writer mean by this? (2)  

He survived the crash and the avalanche. He’d been lucky up to now. 

8) Why was the writer convinced he would never see his friends again when they went to 

look for help on 12th December? (3) 

Provide marks for a longer answer that refers to the following: 

 They didn’t have a clue where they were.  

 The terrain was inhospitable.  

 The weather conditions were very harsh.  

 They could have been hundreds of miles from the nearest town or village.  

 The men were weak and didn’t have the correct equipment for trekking through the 

mountains. 

9) When did the rescue helicopter arrive? (1) 22nd December 1972 

10) How many people were on the flight? (1) 45 

11) By the time they had been rescued, how many people had died in total? (1) 29 

 

 



Answers – Castaway 

1) What clues does the photograph of Jose Ivan provide to show that he had been at sea for 

a long time? (3)  

Sunburnt face; long hair; shaggy beard. 

2) What evidence is there to show that the boat had been at sea a long time? (2) 
The researcher told the newspaper that the boat looked ‘really scratched up’. Also, the 
boat had broken propellers. 

3) What could have happened to his companion? (2) 

Provide marks for sensible answers based on evidence in the text, such as that he may 

have starved; got hypothermia or drowned. Some children may even suggest that Jose 

Ivan killed the man. As there were no witnesses, we cannot disprove this theory, so again, 

a mark would be permissible here. 

4) How do we know that the island is ‘remote’? (2) 

Provide marks that refer to the island’s basic communication facilities – internet and 

phone line; or that the island is in the middle of the Pacific. 

5) Describe Jose Ivan’s health in your own words: (3) 

Provide marks for answers that refer to low blood pressure; no life-threatening injuries; 
and an ability to walk. 

6) What phrase in the text tells us why it would be possible for people to catch turtles and 
small fish with their bare hands in the Pacific? (1) 

“They are inquisitive”. 

7) According to Fraser Christian, what two things are essential in order to service at sea? 

What effects on the body would the temperature in the mine have on the miners? (2) 

Food and water. 

8) Cliff Downing stated that there are 1001 hazards that make him doubt Jose Ivan’s story. 

List three of them: (3) 

Provide marks for sensible suggestions of hazards he may have faced. 

9) Do you believe the story? Provide reasons based on the text. (3) 

Provide marks based on evidence from the text, up to a total of 3 marks. 

10) What might Jose Ivan have said to the world’s media after his ordeal? (3) 

Provide marks based on evidence from the text, up to a total of 3 marks. 

CHALLENGE What do the following words from the text mean? 

Sketchy  Sceptical  Exposure  Emaciated 

Use a dictionary to check answers. 

 

 



 

 

Answers The Loch Ness Monster 

 

When did the first reported sighting of the Loch Ness Monster take place? (1) 

6th Century 

Why is the word ‘fabled’ used? (1) 

Provide a mark for an answer that refers to a creature with a famous reputation; no 

evidence of its existence; imaginary; mythical. 

What does amphibious mean? (1) 

A creature that can live both on land and in water. 

What did St Columba witness next to the River Ness? (2) 

Some local men burying a corpse. 

How did St Columba respond to this, and what happened as a result? (3) 

Three marks provided for variations of the answers below: 

1) He asked what had happened. 

2) He sent a follower of his into the water who was pursued by the beast. 

3) He made the sign of the cross and the beast fled in terror. 

What did Arthur Grant’s and the Spicers’ description both have in common? (1) 

A long neck 

Can you think of a reason why people may have believed Arthur Grant? (1) 

He was a veterinary student. 

Now, can you think of a reason why people didn’t believe him? (1) 

He may have made up the story to explain a motorcycle accident. 

Why do you think the building of the road increased the frequency of sightings? (2) 

Marks provided for answers that refer to: 

 It was hard to get to the area before. The road made it easier to get to. 

 The greater number of people visiting the loch led to a greater number of sightings. 

Why might people be more likely to believe the sightings in 1938 and 1943? (2) 

Marks provided for answers that refer to: 

 They were made by a member of the police and a member of the armed forces. 

 These are seen as trustworthy professions. 

 



 

Answers - Bigfoot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5) Link the year with the detail about the sighting of Bigfoot. One has been done for you. 

(5) 

1924                                         A cast of a footprint is made 

1924                                         Family escape their home 

1941                                          Photograph of Bigfoot taken 

1958                                          Miners attacked 

1967                                          Prospector abducted 

2007                                         Film footage captured of Bigfoot 

 

6) How do we know that the film, ‘Harry and the Hendersons’, didn’t actually happen? (1) 

Provide a mark for answers that refer to it being a fictional/fantasy story. 

7) How much did the film take at the Box Office? (1) 

$50 million 

1)  What sort of habitat does Bigfoot 

reportedly live in? (1 mark) 

Forests, woodland. 

2) Why do scientists dismiss the existence 

of Bigfoot? (3) 

They consider it to be a mixture of folklore, 
misidentification and hoax. (1 mark for each) 

3) What’s the difference between 
Sasquatch and Bigfoot? (1) 

Nothing. They are the same. 

4) Name the years of the three Bigfoot 
sightings which are largely believed to be 
hoaxes? (3) 

1958, 1967, 2007 (1 mark for each). 

 

Can you draw a labelled of Bigfoot? 

(6)  

Provide a mark for correct 

reference in labelled picture to: 

 Height 

 Weight 

 Dark brown reddish hair, all 

over body 

 Large eyes 

 Low forehead 

 Size of feet 



Answers – The Mary Celeste 

1) How big was the Mary Celeste? (2)  

100 feet in length; Almost 300 tonnes in weight. 

2) Here is a list of countries that are part of the Mary Celeste story.  

Italy  Spain  USA  Canada  Morocco 

Fill in the gaps below so that each word is used. (5) 

Mary Celeste was built in Canada 

Mary Celeste was sailing from USA 

Mary Celeste was sailing to Italy 

Mary Celeste was sailing between Spain and Morocco when she was discovered. 

3) What is the name of Brigg’s wife and daughter? (2)  

Sarah; Sophia Matilda. 

4) Match the number from the text to the piece of information it represents. One has been 

done for you. (3) 

1701      The length of the Mary Celeste 

35000     The number of barrels on board 

100      The year in which the mystery took place 

1872      The value, in dollars, of her cargo 

5) What myths from the text do we know are not true? (5) 

 steaming hot cups of tea 

 half eaten breakfasts 

 clock turning backwards 

 ship’s cat on deck 

 blood stained knife found aboard 

6) These, however, are likely to be seafarer’s tales, exaggerated from port to port. 

What does this line of text mean? (1)  Provide marks for answers that refer to sailors 

adding to the story each time they tell it. 

 

7) Who was Sherlock Holmes? Circle the correct answer. (1) 

A fictional character created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  The man who discovered the ship 

An author who wrote a story about the Mary Celeste    A detective who solved the mystery 

 

8) What do you think happened to the Mary Celeste? Use the text as evidence in your answer. 

Provide a mark for every suggestion that is backed up by the text. 

 



 

Answers – The Disappearance of Lord Lucan 

1) Put the following events in the correct order by writing a number on the line. The first 

has been done for you. (7) 

  2   Lucan goes to school in Eton                     7    Lucan gets divorced 

  8   Lucan disappears           1    Lucan is born 

  5        Lucan is married                                           3    Lucan joins the army 

  4     Lucan becomes a banker         6        Lucan has three children 

2) Knowing what you do about Lucan, what sort of school was Eton? (1) 

Provide a mark for answers that refer to the school being for rich people. 

3) What evidence is there to show that he had ‘a daredevil approach to life’? (1) 

He raced powerboats. 

4) Why might it have been a mistake for him to quit his job as a banker and become a 

professional gambler? (2) 

Banking is a secure job with a good income. Gambling is risky, and it’s easy to lose all of 
your money. 

5) Why was he a friend of the casino owners? (2) 

He gave them lots of money, but didn’t win much back from them. 

6) What became Lucan’s obsession after his bitter divorce in 1972? (1) 

Gaining custody of his children. 

7) Write down as many words for babysitter as you can find in the text. (2) 

Childminder; Nanny. 

8) How was the nanny killed? (2) 

She was bludgeoned to death with a piece of bandaged lead pipe.  

9) What happened to the nanny’s body after her death? (1) 

Her killer placed her body in a canvas mail bag. 

10) What sort of car did Lord Lucan drive? (1) 

Ford Corsair 

CHALLENGE What do the following words from the text mean? 

Evasive        Persistence         Flamboyant  Bludgeoned          Aristocrat     Obsession 

Use a dictionary to check answers. 

 



Answers – The Turin Shroud 

1) Why are Christians excited about the Turin Shroud? (1) 

They believe it proves evidence that Jesus was the Son of God. Also provide marks for 

sensible answers derived from text. 

2) Why are scientists sceptical about it? (1) 

There is not enough evidence to prove that it’s genuine. Also provide marks for sensible 

answers derived from text. 

3) Why do some Christians think that the Shroud proves that Jesus is the Son of God? (2) 

Provide a mark for answers that relate to a miracle taking place. 

4) What are the measurements of the Shroud? (2)  

14 feet in length; 3 ½ feet in width. 

5) In 1452, we are given the impression that the Shroud is highly valuable. Why is this? (1) 

It was sold in exchange for two castles. 

6) In 1532 the Shroud was damaged in a fire, thought to have been started deliberately. 

What might be someone’s reason to this? (1) 

To destroy any evidence that might prove God’s existence, or that Jesus was the Son of 
God. 

7) Where is the Turin Shroud today? (3)  

 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Turin, Italy. Provide one mark for each part of the answer. 

8) What evidence in the text casts doubt on the Turin Shroud being genuine? (2) 

The documented evidence on the timeline begins in 1353; Carbon dating reveals the cloth 
to be only 700 years old. 

9) Match the following years to the detail about the Shroud. One has been done for you. (8) 

2020   Sold to the Duke of Savoy 

1532   Repaired by nuns 

1988   Damaged in fire 

1534   Startled the scientific community 

1898   Donated to the Catholic Church 

1982   Pollen matches found 

1997   Carbon dating shows Shroud to be 700 years old 

                       1452   Shroud to go on public display 

 1578   Moved to Turin  



Answers – The Roswell Incident 

1) Where is Roswell? (1) New Mexico 

2) What does ‘cover-up’ mean? (1)  

Provide a mark for answers that are similar to the following: A deliberate attempt to hide 

the truth. 

3) What does RAAF stand for? (1) Roswell Army Air Field 

4) Who is the intelligence officer at the RAAF? (1) Major J.A. Marcel 

5) Why might people have believed Mr Wilmott’s account? (1) 

He was one of the most respected and reliable citizens in town. 

6) Why might some farmers have speculated that an alien space ship had crashed? (2) 
There was abnormal wreckage with strange markings in the fields. 

7) How did officials try to hide the evidence from the general public? (2) 

Officials had taken the wreckage and sealed off the area. 
Members of the public had items of the wreckage taken from them. 

8) Why might Lt. Walter Hunt have waited until he was about to die to tell the truth? (1) 

Provide a mark for one of the following: 
He may have feared that people thought he was mad.  
He may have got into trouble for telling the truth. 

9) What other evidence in the text suggests that small bodies were discovered? (1) 
Somebody at the air base requested small coffins. 

10) If the story is true, why might the authorities have wanted to cover it up? (1) 

Provide a mark for any sensible answer, such as to prevent mass hysteria etc.  

11) In the first box, draw a labelled picture of what Mr and Mrs Dan Wilmott witnessed. 

      In the second box, draw a labelled picture of what Walter Haur described. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide marks to show a flying 

saucer as described by Mr and 

Mrs Wilmott. This should show 

two saucers facing one another 

in an oval shape, with a glowing 

from the inside. 

Bonus marks can given for 

reference to speed, size etc. 

 

Provide marks to show a flying 

saucer as described by Walter 

Haur. This should show an egg 

shaped craft with no tail, 

windows, sings or landing gear. 

Also, two small aliens with large 

head partly covered in 

tarpaulin. 

Bonus marks can given for 

reference to size etc. 

 



Answers – A Tale of Two Soldiers: Private John Parr 

1)  How many boys lied about their age to get into the army? (1)  

A quarter of a million 

2) How did John Parr’s Mum feel about him joining the army? (1)  

Unhappy 

3) What job was he doing before he signed up? (1)  

A caddie at the golf course 

4) Complete the following information about John Parr at the outbreak of war: (8) 

Height 5ft 3 inches 
Age 17 
Eye colour Brown 
Hair colour Brown 
Positive comments from 
superiors 

 Clean 

 Sober 

 Intelligent 
Negative comments from 
superiors 

Inclined to be subordinate 

 

 

5) What was John Parr’s role in the war? (1)  

Reconnaissance cyclist 

6) What was the aim of his regiment? (1)  

To stop the German army. 

7) Why might John Parr have been killed by one of the Allied soldiers? (2) 
They were young and on edge; none of them had been in that situation before. 

8) Why does he describe himself as ‘one of the lucky ones’? (3) 

He avoided the trenches, poison gas and mechanised warfare  

9) ‘The memories are so vivid now as I look down’. What does Private John Parr mean by 

‘as I look down’? (2) 

He had been killed and was looking down from heaven. 

10) What did his father do for a living? (1)  

Milkman 

11) The official cemetery records show the age at his death to be 20. Why might this be? (1) 

He had lied to get into the army, so official records show his age to be 20 instead of 17. 

CHALLENGE: What do the following words from the text mean? 

reconnaissance  vivid  superiors  cavalry  subordinate  

Use a dictionary to check answers 

  

 



Answers– A Tale of Two Soldiers: Private George Ellison 

1) Why were people excited about the Armistice? (1)  

It signified the end of the war. 

2) What did people do to celebrate this? (3) 

Put up bunting; wore their best frocks; baked cakes. 

3) Why would some of the soldiers who returned have been better off dead? (1)  

Their injuries were so severe. 

4) What did George Ellison do before the war? (1) He was a miner. 

5) How many soldiers were in the British Expeditionary Force in 1914? (1) 

120,000 

6) Why does the writer say that George Ellison was a good soldier? (3) 

He survived the trenches; being gassed and the Battle of the Somme. 

7) Why do you think soldiers were fighting until the moment the Armistice was signed? (2) 

To advance as far into enemy territory as possible before peace was declared. This would 

help the Allies as new borders were drawn up after the war. 

8) Think of some words that describe how the writer felt after finding out George was killed? 

(3) 

Provide marks for any three appropriate words. 

9) Why would she feel this way? (2)  

 she had lost her husband 

 her son had lost his father 

10) How many soldiers died in the last ‘deadly battle’? (1)  11,000 

11) How many minutes were there between his death and the signing of the Armistice? (1)  

90 minutes 

12) Where can Private George Ellison’s grave be found? (1)  

St Symphorien military cemetery  

13) What does the last sentence in the text mean: (2) 

The first and the last, together in peace.  

The first and last Britsish soldier to be killed in the war are buried close together. 

14) What is the name of the person we assume has written this text? (1)  Hannah Burgan 

 

CHALLENGE: Write a short passage of text to describe how you think George Ellington met 

is death. 

 



Answers – Saving Corporal Adolf 

1)  Why couldn’t the German keep up with his fellow soldiers? (1)  

He was wounded.           

 2) How does Henry Tandey describe the young corporal? (2) 

He had dark hair and striking eyes. 

3) What crossed Henry’s mind as their eyes met? (3) 

He will have a family; a sweetheart; and maybe a child of his own. 

4) Why is Henry proud of himself? 3)  

He has never shot a wounded, unarmed or retreating soldier (one mark for each). 

5) Match the years to the event mentioned in the text. One has been done for you: (7) 

1918    Henry Tandey is born 

1910    Henry Tandey dies 

1891    Henry joins the army 

1977    Henry is an Air Raid Warden 

1940    Henry leaves the army 

1938    World War Two begins 

1926    Henry spares Hitler’s life 

1939    Henry receives a phone call from the Prime Minister 

6) How old was Henry when he died? (1) 86 

7) What awards did Henry receive? (3)   

Victoria Cross; Distinguished Conduct Medal; Military Medal 

8) Why did the British Prime Minister meet the German leader? (1)           

To try and talk him out of going to war. 

9) Why did Henry feel a sickening sense of guilt in 1940? (2) 

Because people were dying around him, and if he had shot Hitler back in 1918, then they wouldn’t 

be. 

10) complete the sentence that Henry thought: “What if… (1) 

Provide a bonus mark for answers that refer to killing Hitler when he had the chance. 

11) How do you think Henry should be remembered?  

Provide bonus mark for reflective and thoughtful answers. 

 

 



Answers – The Daily News 

1) Put the following events from Edouard Izac’s story in order by writing a number after the event. 

The first has been done for you. (5) 

Passed his information on                                 6 

Swum up the River Rhine     5 

Jumped out of the window of a train   3 

Escaped from prison camp     4 

Torpedoed by a submarine     1 

Captured by the Germans     2 

 

2) What is another word for a German submarine? (1)  U-Boat 

3) Why was it of benefit to Izac that he was the son of German immigrants? (2)  
He understood the German language; so was able to gather vital information from the Germans. 

4) What happened in the unsuccessful escape attempt? (2) 

He jumped out of the window of a moving train; but was recaptured. 

5) How do we know that Izac was not the only prisoner to escape? (1) 

The text tells us that ‘he allowed other prisoners to flee.’ 

6) What does it mean to ‘live off the land’? (2) 

Provide marks for answers similar to this: 

To only eat and drink what can be found on the land rather than in shops or people’s homes. 

7) If you’re swimming up a river, are you swimming with or against the current? (1)  

Against 

8) What is the ultimate price that William Hackett paid? (1)  

He gave his life/ was killed. 

9) Why were Hackett’s skills as a miner important to the war effort? (2)  
He could dig tunnels underground to destroy enemy trenches. 

10) How far underground were Hackett and his men trapped? (1)  

40-feet 

11) How many men were trapped in total? (1)   

Five 

12) Which of these words best describes Izac and Hackett? Ring the most appropriate word for 

each man. (2)    

 

Edouard Izac   Loyal/Bold 

William Hackett  Loyal/Bold 

 

 

 

 



 

Answers – Her Majesty The Queen  

1) Match the following years to the event in The Queen’s life. One has been done for you. (6) 

 

1947   90th birthday of The Queen 

1926   Elizabeth crowned as Queen 

1948   Birth of The Queen 

1960   George VI crowned king 

1952   The Queen’s wedding 

2016   Prince Charles is born 

1953   Prince Andrew is born 

1936   Death of King George VI 

 

2) Why is it surprising to find out where The Queen was born? (1) 

Provide marks for answers that refer to her being born in a private house rather than a 

palace or a hospital. 

3) Which two significant events occurred at Westminster Abbey? (2) 

 

The Queen’s wedding. 

The Queen’s coronation. 

 

4) Why must The Queen have had mixed feelings when she was told she was queen? (2) 

Provide marks for answers that refer to her finding out that her father had died, 
which meant she had become queen. 
 

5) From the text, who do the following titles belong to? (4) 

Duke of York              King George VI 

Duke of Edinburgh   Prince Philip 

Prince of Wales         Prince Charles 

Princess Royal           Princess Anne 

 

6) What do not a lot of people know about The Queen? (1) 

She enjoys country dancing whilst staying at Balmoral Castle. 

7) Who was previously the longest reigning UK monarch? (1) 

Queen Victoria 

 



Answers – Her Majesty The Queen Part 2 

1) Summarise in your own words what happened in each of the following years: (4) 

 

1748   Trooping the Colour first took place to mark The Queen’s birthday. 

2012   Someone dressed as The Queen parachutes into the Olympic Stadium. 

1957     The Queen’s Christmas message is televised for the first time. 

1932    King George V delivers the first Christmas message.    

2) Why is the Queen’s official birthday in June? (2) 

 

Provide marks for answers that refer to the more favourable weather in June, 

allowing for the ‘Trooping the Colour’ parade to take place. 

 

3) Who heads up The Queen’s team of tailors? (1) Angela Kelly 

4) What are the differences between how a man and a woman should address The 
Queen? (2) 
A man should perform a neck bow (from the head only), whilst women do a small curtsy. 

5) How has The Queen publicly shown that she has a sense of humour? (3) 

Provide marks for fuller answers that refer to a stuntman pretending to be The Queen 
parachuting into the Olympic Stadium. To get all three marks, they need to state three 
things. 
 

6) Which sub-heading from the text goes with each of the following pictures? (3) 

 

7) What does The Queen do to celebrate each of her birthdays? (4) 

 

21st April      

The Queen spends this privately but there are gun salutes across Central London. 

Official birthday in June  

The Queen watches the ‘Trooping the Colour’ parade with members of the Royal Family, 
invited guests and members of the public. 

 

 

 

The 

Christmas 
Message 

Parachuting 

into the 

Olympic 

Stadium 

Two 

birthdays 



Answers – The Royal Family Tree 

1) When were the following members of the Royal Family born? (4) 

 

Princess Anne      1950 

Princess Beatrice     1988 

Prince George     2013 

Lady Louise      2003 

    

2) What are the names of Princess Anne’s children? (2) 

Zara and Peter 

 

3) Which of The Queen’s children has had the most children? (1)  

All of her children have had two children each. 

 

4) How many grand-children does the Queen have? (1) 8 
 

5) Which of The Queen’s children has been married more than once? (2) 

Prince Charles and Princess Anne 

6) How many divorces has there been in the Royal Family Tree? (1) 3 

7) How many years were there between the birth of Prince Charles and Prince Edward? (1) 16 

8) Which of The Queen’s children was the first to get married? (1) Princess Anne 

9) Who is The Queen’s youngest grand-child? (1) Viscount Severn 

10)  Provide three reasons how we know that the Royal Wedding was a very popular 
event. (3) 

Marks can be provided for reference to: 
 Number of people watching on TV/YouTube 

 Number of people lining the route  

 Number of street parties 

 Bank holiday 
CHALLENGE In the space below, can you draw your family tree like the one you’ve looked at?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers – Santa Claus 

1) Where was St.Nicholas from; when did he live and what was his job? (3) 

Lived in Turkey; 4thCentury; Bishop of Myra. 

2) Why did he become patron saint of children? (1) 

He performed a number of miracles involving children. 

3) What was he known in Holland? (1) Sinter Klass 

4) What was The Night Before Christmas originally called? (1)  

A Visit from St.Nicholas 

5) Why does the text say that ‘Nobody has done more to create the modern image of Santa 
than Clement Clarke Moore’? (1) 

Provide a mark for answers that refer to how he created a detailed character description of 
Santa. Do not give marks for individual aspects of his appearance. 

 

7) Which artist was commissioned by Coca-
Cola for its Christmas advertising? (1) 

Haddon Sundblom 

8) Why did Coca-Cola represent him in 
red?   
(1) 

That was the colour of their brand. 

9) Were Coca-Cola adverts the first time 
Santa had been portrayed in red? Explain 
how you know from the text. (2) 

No. The text says he appeared in many 
different colours, including red. 

CHALLENGE: St.Nicholas Day was 

originally on December 6th, but we 

celebrate Christmas on December 25th. 

Do some research on the internet to 

find out why this is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) Using the text from The Night Before 

Christmas, draw a labelled picture of Santa. 

There are 13 things you should be drawing! (13) 

Drawings should include: 

 

 Dressed all in fur 

 Clothes tarnished with soot 

 Sack of toys on back 

 Twinkling eyes 

 Dimples 

 Rosy cheeks 

 Nose like a cherry 

 Little mouth drawn like a bow 

 Beard as white as snow 

 Pipe in his teeth 

 Smoke encircling his head 

 Big face 

 Little round belly 

 

 

 



Answers – The Christmas Tree 

1) How did evergreen trees mark the winter solstice? (2) 

Marked the change in daylight hours, and the hope of spring to come. 

2) Which country started the tradition of Christmas trees? (1)  

Germany 

3) Use the following years to create a timeline showing the history of the Christmas tree. Answers MUST be 

in your own words. One has been done for you. (6) 

Provide marks that refer to the events below, but in different words. 

1531    In houses in northern Germany, fir trees were chopped down and put on display. 

1605   Paper roses, apples and sugar candy began to appear on the trees. 

1650   Dolls and other presents were hung from the trees. Servants would shake these so toys and     candy 

would drop off the branches for the excited children below. 

1841   The German Prince Albert, who was married to Queen Victoria, the queen of the British Empire, 

erected a large Christmas tree at Windsor Castle in England. 

1856   Franklin Pierce became the first US President to display a tree. 

1933  One of the most famous trees is to be seen at the Rockefeller Centre, which first appeared in 1933. 

1947  The tree on display in Westminster, a gift from the people of Oslo, is displayed for the first time. 

4) Match the person to the part they played in the history of the Christmas tree. (3) 

Prince Albert   Added lighted candles to a tree   

Franklin Pierce  Put up a tree for the royal family at Windsor Castle 

Martin Luther   First US President to put up a tree in the White House 

5) What clue is there that the hanging of toys on trees in 1650 was done by rich people? (1)  

Servants would shake the branches of the trees. 

6) Who is thought to be responsible for Christmas trees becoming popular across America? (1)  

Prince Albert/Queen Victoria 

7) How do traditional European and American preferences for trees differ? (1) 

Europeans preferred shorter trees to the Americans. 

8) Match the information below to the famous Christmas tree. One has been done for you. (3) 

 Rockefeller Westminster 
First appeared in 1933   
A gift from the people of Oslo   
Covered in 30,000 lights   
A tradition started in 1947   

 

9) Why could it be said that the lights on the tree at the Rockefeller are good for the environment. (1) 

The lights are powered by solar panels. 

 



Answers – The Christmas Truce 

1)  How long had the war been going on for in December 1914? (1)  
Five months            

2) Why was Christmas a difficult time for soldiers at war? (1) 
Provide a mark for answers that refer to ‘boys and men wished to be at home with their loved 
ones.’ 

3) What evidence did the British forces have that the Germans were celebrating Christmas? (3) 

 They heard carols 

 They saw lanterns 

 They saw for trees on display 
 

4) What did the Germans and the British do together on Christmas Eve? (4)  

 Exchanged polite messages 

 Sang Silent Night 

 Held joint funeral services 

 Exchanged gifts 
5) Who started the football match on Christmas Day? (1) A British soldier 

6) What word in the text suggests that we can’t be sure of the final score of the match? (1)  

Allegedly 

7) What evidence on the page is proof that the Christmas truce took place? (1)  
The image showing the front cover of the Daily Mirror. 

8) ‘…even in the direst moments, humanity can shine through.’ 

In your own words, what does this line mean? (1)  

Provide a mark for answers that show understanding of the text. 

9) Look at the Christmas Greetings cards from loved ones back home. How might the pictures on 

the cards help to boost the spirits? (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE: What do the following words from the text mean? 

hostilities          entrenched  remarkable          morale              tonic            
humanity 

 

 

Give marks for answers that refer to the 
following, or any other suitable responses:  

 Sharing laughter 
 Having fun in wintry weather 

Give marks for answers that refer to the following, or 
any other suitable responses:  

 A wife or girlfriend looking pretty for her man 
 A verse speaking of her love for him 

 

Draw a simple design for a 

Christmas card for a soldier: 



Answers – The Titanic 

1) Why was this such a big news story? Think of two reasons. (2)  

Marks could be provided for reference to the ship being on its maiden voyage; it being the 

largest liner ever built; that it was said to be ‘unsinkable’; and that there were over a 

thousand people on board. 

2) This article was published on Tuesday morning. The disaster happened on Sunday night. 

Why might some of the details about the sinking conflict with others? (2) 

Provide marks for answers which refer to  

 News took a lot longer to travel 

 No reporters being able to get to the scene 

 No internet or TV 

 People were unsure how many survivors had been rescued by other boats 

 Other suitable suggestions 
3) What happened to the Titanic on each of the days listed? Read the details carefully. (3) 

Wednesday 10th April    Titanic departs from England 

Sunday 14th April            Strikes an iceberg 

Monday 15th April           Sinks 

 

4) When this was written, many of the facts of the disaster were still unclear. Write down 
four facts from the text that we know as truth. (4) 

Any four facts as referenced in text. 

5) Describe what part the following places play in the story of Titanic. (3) 

Southampton          The Titanic set sail from here 

New York   Destination of Titanic 

Newfoundland    Strikes an iceberg/sinks 

 

6) What was the name of the ship that rescued survivors of the Titanic? (1)  

Carpathia 

 

7) Can you think of two causes of death for victims of the tragedy? (2) 

Provide marks for appropriate answers, such as drowning and hypothermia (cold 
temperatures). 

EXTENSION 

Do some research to find out more about the sinking of the Titanic. What new facts can you 

find? 

 



_______________________________________________________________________ 

Answers – Terror hit heart of America  

1) What do each of the numbers from the text tell us about the tragedy? (4) 

 

110             The height of the towers in storeys  

80              The number of policeman missing when the report was written                

260            The number of passengers on the hijacked planes  

50,000      The number of people who worked in the Twin Towers 

 

2) Does the article tell us exactly how many people died? Explain your answer.  (2) 

No. It says at least 10,000 people were feared dead, but at the point the article was 

written they didn’t know for sure. 

 

3) In contrast to the sinking of the Titanic, the world found out about the events of 9/11 

as they were happening. Why do you think this was? (2) 

Provide marks for answers that refer to rolling news coverage. Also provide a 

mark that state that ‘millions of appalled viewers watched events unfolding on live 

TV.’ 

 

4) Who said the following quotes about the attacks? (3) 

‘As we went over Maine, we could see New York and the smoke from the fires. Our prayers 

and condolences to everyone.'   

Frank Culbertson, commander of the International Space Station 

 ‘Hundreds of people are burned from head to toe.’  

Dr Steven Stern of St. Vincent’s Hospital 

'...hunt down and punish those responsible for these cowardly acts.’  

President George W. Bush 

 

5) What happened for the first time in history as a result of the attacks? (1) 

All flights across America were cancelled. 

 

6) Complete the table below, including details of the planes hijacked in the attacks. One 

has been done for you. (15) 
Airline Type of plane Flying from… Flying to… Total 

number of 
passengers 
and crew 

American Boeing 767 Boston Los Angeles 92 
United Boeing 767 Logan Los Angeles 65 
American Boeing 757 Washington Los Angeles 64 
United Boeing 757 Newark San Francisco 45 

 

 

 



Answers – Thousands die in Asian tsunami 

1) How is a tsunami created? (2)  

Tsunamis are triggered by earthquakes under the sea. Provide a mark for ‘earthquakes’, 

and for ‘under the sea’. 

2) Which countries were affected the most by the tsunami? (3) 

1. Indonesia                             2. Sri Lanka                      3. India 

3) How many countries in total were affected? (1) 13 

4) How many people were killed in total? (1)  

More than two hundred thousand 

5) What are the differences between the initial news report & what we found out after? (2) 

 Provide marks that refer to the differences in the numbers of fatalities, and the number of 

countries affected. It took months to confirm just how many people had died in the 

tsunami. 

6) Why do you think there were so many tourists in the area at the time? (2) 

Provide marks for it being the Christmas holidays; and the hot climate. 

7) What diseases were expected to kill thousands of people after the tsunami?  (3) 

1. Typhoid 

2.Cholera 

3. Malaria 

8) How did the rest of the world respond to the needs of the victims? (1) 

$12 billion dollars was raised in aid. 

9) If the tsunami had hit the coast of the United States, there wouldn’t be as many lives 

lost. Why would this be? (1)  

Provide marks for sensible answers, such as: it being a more developed country; 

buildings are stronger and taller, allowing people to escape. 

10) Imagine you were watching the tragedy from a tall building overlooking the sea. A 

newspaper asks for you to describe what you saw. You must use evidence from the text. (4) 

Provide marks based on information in the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers – Assassination of President John F Kennedy 

1) How did President Kennedy die? (3)  

Students need to mention all three of the following: 
A wound in the brain (1) caused by a rifle bullet (1) fired at him as he was riding through 
downtown Dallas in a motorcade. (1) 

2) How do we know that he was the 35th President of the United States? (1) 

Lyndon Johnson was the 36th President, and he came immediately after Kennedy. 

3) Why was it important that Lyndon Johnson was sworn in so quickly? (2)  

Provide marks for answers such as the below: 

 USA needed a new president 

 Nobody knew why Kennedy had been shot. A new president was needed to reassure the 

public and to show leadership. 

4) What happened at each of the times listed below? (4) 

12:30pm     President Kennedy is shot. 

1pm   President Kennedy pronounced dead. 

About 2pm  The body is taken from the hospital. 

2:39pm  Lyndon Johnson is sworn in as president. 

 

5) Match the people from the story with the statements. One has been done for you: (3) 

Lee H.Oswald     severely wounded in the chest, ribs and arm 

Gov. John B Connally Jr.                                   arrested by the Dallas police 

Vice President Lyndon Baines Johnson                        wearing a raspberry coloured suit 

Mrs. Kennedy     riding in the third car of the motorcade  
    

6) Who else was in the car with President Kennedy when he was assassinated? (4) 

Mrs. Kennedy, Governor Connally, Mrs. Connally and a Secret Service agent. 

7) What three words tell us that President Kennedy did not wake up after being shot? (1) 

without regaining consciousness 

8) Find three phrases describing the outward appearance of Mrs. Kennedy, that show she 

had been through a traumatic ordeal. (3) 

Several could be chosen from, including: 

Her stockings were splattered with her husband’s blood. 

Her face was sorrowful. 

She looked steadily at the floor. 

Her dark hair was windblown and tangled. 

 



Rio 2016: The Olympic Games  

On the 5th August 2016, the world’s biggest and most exciting sports 

event will begin in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  

The Olympic Games will bring together 10,500 athletes from 206 

countries. Over 17 days of competition, there will be 306 gold 

medals awarded in 42 sports! These sports include two new 

Olympic sports – golf and rugby. The events will take place at 32 

different purpose-built arenas and stadiums across the city. 

Visitors from around the world will head to the Olympics in Rio– 

the first time the games have been held in South America. There are 

7.5 million tickets available, and more than a hundred thousand 

staff and volunteers will be employed to ensure the Olympics runs 

smoothly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The beautiful city of Rio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s no surprise that the International Olympic 

Committee decided to make Rio the city to host 

the Olympics on its first visit to South America. 

Dominated by the Statue of the Christ to one side 

and Sugar Loaf Mountain on the other, Rio is a 

beautiful harbour city with stunning beaches such 

as the world famous Copacabana. 

In sporting terms, Brazil is best known for 

football. It is fitting, therefore, that the official 

Olympic Stadium will be the newly refurbished 

Maracana Stadium – perhaps the most well-

known football stadium in the world. 

Did you know?  

To host the Rio 

Olympics, organisers 

will need: 

8,400 shuttlecocks 

25,000 tennis balls 

315 horses 

60,000 coat hangers 

11 million meals 

100,000 chairs 

34,000 beds 

 

That’s a 

lot of coat 

hangers! 

I am Vinicius, and I am a mixture of 

all the Brazilian animals. I was born in 

a great explosion of joy when Rio was 

announced as the host city of the 

Olympics on 2nd October 2009! 

The Rio Olympic 

mascots 

I am Tom, the Paralympic mascot. 

I am a magical creature, and I’m a 

mixture of all the plants and 

trees that you can find in the 

Amazon rainforest. I want to 

inspire everyone to be creative 

and determined in all they do! 



Questions – Rio 2016 – The Olympic Games  

1) When and where will the Olympics of 2016 begin? (2) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

2) What do the following numbers tell us about Rio 2016? (8)  
 

32   _____________________________________________ 

7.5 million  _____________________________________________ 

10,500  _____________________________________________ 

306   _____________________________________________ 

17   _____________________________________________ 

8,400   _____________________________________________ 

100,000  _____________________________________________ 

42   _____________________________________________ 

 

3) More than a hundred thousand staff will be employed at the Olympics. Name three 
jobs that they could be doing. 

1. __________________________________ 

2. __________________________________ 
3. __________________________________ 

 

4) What do you think makes the city of Rio de Janeiro so beautiful? (2) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

5) Find the sentence that tells us that football is the most popular sport in Brazil. (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Write down two facts about each of the Olympic mascots. (4) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

7) How might the Olympic mascots inspire a younger audience to get excited about the 
games? (2) 

__________________________________________________________      

__________________________________________________________ 

8) Tick the facts from the text that we know to be true: (2) 
 

This is the first Olympics in South America   □     The Maracana Stadium is the Olympic Stadium □  
The Olympics will last for 18 days        □      Vinicius and Tom are the Olympic mascots □ 

 

 



Answers – Rio 2016 – The Olympic Games  

1) When and where will the Olympics of 2016 begin? (2) 
The 5th August 2016. Rio de Janeiro. 

 

2) What do the following numbers tell us about Rio 2016? (8)  
 

32   Purpose built arenas and stadiums that have been built. 

7.5 million  Tickets are available. 

10,500  Athletes are taking part. 

306   Gold medals will be awarded. 

17   Number of days that the Olympics will last for. 

8,400   Shuttlecocks will be used. 

100,000  Number of chairs that will be needed. 

42   Sports will take place. 

 

3) More than a hundred thousand staff will be employed at the Olympics. Name three 
jobs that they could be doing. 
Provide three marks for relevant answers, such as security, stewards, collecting 

litter, serving food. Avoid giving marks for athletes. 

 

4) What do you think makes the city of Rio de Janeiro so beautiful? (2) 

Provide marks for two references to the text, such as beautiful harbour city, 

beaches, Sugar Loaf Mountain or Statue of Christ. 

 

5) Find the sentence that tells us that football is the most popular sport in Brazil. (1) 

‘In sporting terms, Brazil is best known for football.’ 

 

6) Write down two facts about each of the Olympic mascots. (4) 
Vinicius: Mixture of all Brazilian animals; born on 2nd October 2009. 

Tom: Magical creature; Paralympic mascot; mixture of plants in rainforest. 

 

7) How might the Olympic mascots inspire a younger audience to get excited about the 
games? (2) 

Provide marks that refer to them being colourful animated characters, bringing a 

sense of fun. 

8) Tick the facts from the text that we know to be true: (2) 
 

This is the first Olympics in South America         The Maracana Stadium is the Olympic Stadium   
The Olympics will last for 18 days              Vinicius and Tom are the Olympic mascots   

 

 

 



The Olympics in Ancient Greece 

In 776 BC, the ancient Greeks decided to hold a religious festival in honour of Zeus – king of 
the gods. Part of the festival was a sporting tournament, which was held every four years at 
Olympia near to the city of Elis in south-west Greece. This became known as the Olympic 
Games. People from all over the Greek Empire came to watch and take part. In 85 BC, the 
Romans invaded Olympia, but the Olympics continued until 393 AD, when the Roman 
emperor ordered the closure of all pagan events. In 1896, the modern Olympics began, 
inspired by what the ancient Greeks had started almost 2700 years earlier. 

It was important for all visitors 
to the Olympics to enter the 
Temple of Zeus. Inside was a 
huge statue of Zeus, made of 
gold and ivory, and six times 
bigger than any man. It was so 
impressive that people called it 
one of the Seven Wonders of 
the World. 

Greece wasn’t a peaceful place. Cities were often at war with 
each other which made travelling between them risky. When it 
was time for the Olympic Games, messengers were sent from 
Elis to every corner of the Greek Empire to announce a ‘sacred 
truce’ which means peace. This would last for one month before 
the games and allowed people to put their differences to one side 
and travel safely. 

At first, the Olympics lasted one day and 
had just one event – a sprint from one 
end of the stadium to the other. 
Eventually, other events, such as boxing, 
wrestling, long jump, javelin, discus and 
chariot racing were introduced, and the 
games took place over four days. Athletes 
wore no clothes during their events. A 
particularly tough event was the 
‘hoplites’, a race for men carrying heavy 
armour and shields. Winners were given 
a wreath of leaves, and could expect a 
hero’s welcome back home, enjoying free 
meals, invitations to parties and the best 
seats at the theatre. 

The Olympic Stadium could hold fifty thousand spectators. Huge 
camps would spread out across the city as there were few hotels. Only 
the richest and most important athletes and visitors could get a room. 
There was no water at first for the visitors, and conditions were hot 
and crowded but that didn’t put them off. At the end of the games, 
there was a huge feast with lots of oxen roasted on a giant barbecue. 
Jugglers and acrobats performed to the crowds, traders came for 
business and politicians made speeches to the crowds.  

Sad Fact 

Six of the Seven Wonders 

of the World have been 

destroyed – only the 

Great Pyramid at Giza in 

Egypt remains. 

Fun Fact 

The Olympics is much 

bigger today. There are 

306 events in 28 sports 

over 16 days, with more 

than 10,000 athletes 

participating! 

Unfair Fact 

Only men, boys 

and unmarried 

girls could attend 

the Olympic 

Games. Married 

women would be 

punished! 

Brutal Fact 

The nastiest event at the games was the 

pankration. This was wrestling with almost no 

rules! Athletes could even strangle each other! 

Biting and poking were banned, but many 

competitors did both. 



Questions – The Olympics in Ancient Greece  

1) Where did the ancient Olympics take place? Use as much detail as possible. (3)  
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

2) What made the statue of Zeus so impressive? (2) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 
3) Find the phrase that tells us that the statue of Zeus has been destroyed. (1) 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

4) What was the ‘sacred truce’? (3) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 
5) What was the name of a tough race in the games, and why was it so tough? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

6) What was brutal about the ‘pankration’? (2) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

7) There are two pictures in the text. What does each one show? (2) 
Picture 1: ___________________________________________________ 

Picture 2: ___________________________________________________ 

 

8) Why do you think unmarried women were allowed to attend the games? (1) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

9) Why do you think traders see the games as a good place to do business? (1)  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

10) This text contains five paragraphs. Each of these contain separate information. 

What sub-headings would you give each paragraph? One has been done for you. (4) 
 

1. The history of the ancient Olympics 
2. _______________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________ 
4. _______________________________________________________ 
5. _______________________________________________________ 



Answers – The Olympics in Ancient Greece   

 
1) Where did the ancient Olympics take place? Use as much detail as possible. (3)  

Olympia, near Elis in south-west Greece. One mark for each part of the answer. 
 

2) What made the statue of Zeus so impressive? (2) 

 It was made of gold and ivory 

 It was the size of six men 
 

3) Find the phrase that tells us that the statue of Zeus has been destroyed. (1) 
‘Six of the Seven Wonders of the World have been destroyed.’ 
 

4) What was the ‘sacred truce’? (3) 
Provide marks for fuller answers that give three different points about the sacred 

truce from the text. These could include: 

 messengers being sent from Elis 

 it taking place one month prior to the games 

 it bringing peace to the cities before the games 

 
5) What was the name of a tough race in the games, and why was it so tough? (2)  

The ‘hoplites’. It was tough because competitors had to carry heavy shields and 

armour.  

 

6) What was brutal about the ‘pankration’? (2) 
Provide marks for two of the three below: 

 It was a form of wrestling with almost no rules 

 Competitors strangled each other 

 Biting and poking were banned but competitors often ignored this 
 

7) There are two pictures in the text. What does each one show? (2) 
Picture 1: The statue of Zeus 

Picture 2: The hoplites 

 

8) Why do you think unmarried women were allowed to attend the games? (1) 

Provide marks for an answer that refers to men using the games to find a wife. 

 

9) Why do you think traders see the games as a good place to do business? (1)  

Lots of people were together in one place. 

 

10) This text contains five paragraphs. Each of these contain separate information. What 

sub-headings would you give each paragraph? One has been done for you. (4) 

Provide marks for sensible suggestions such as: 

2. Zeus  3. The scared truce  4. The games  5. Spectators 



 The modern Olympic Games   

 

The Olympic 
Games bring 
together thousands 
of athletes from all 

over the world in a celebration of competitive sport 
taking place every four years.  

The games were inspired by the ancient Greeks, and 
have taken place since 1896 in a host city, chosen by 
the International Olympic Committee. There is a 
summer games, a winter games, a youth games and 
the Paralympics for people with a disability – 
something for everyone!  

Rio will be the XXXI Olympiad – this means it is the 31st 
time the summer Olympics has been due to take place. 
The only times the Olympics has failed to take place are 
during times of war. This has happened on three 

occasions. Here is a list of where it has been before:  

 

Year Host city Country Continent 
1896 Athens Greece Europe 
1900 Paris France Europe 
1904 St. Louis USA North America 
1908 London UK Europe 
1912 Stockholm Sweden Europe 
1920 Antwerp Belgium Europe 
1924 Paris France Europe 
1928 Amsterdam Netherlands Europe 
1932 Los Angeles USA North America 
1936 Berlin Germany Europe 
1948 London UK Europe 
1952 Helsinki Finland Europe 
1956 Melbourne Australia Oceania 
1960 Rome Italy Europe 
1964 Tokyo Japan Asia 
1968 Mexico City Mexico North America 
1972 Munich Germany Europe 
1976 Montreal Canada North America 
1980 Moscow Soviet Union  Europe 
1984 Los Angeles USA North America 
1988 Seoul South Korea Asia 
1992 Barcelona Spain Europe 
1996 Atlanta USA North America 
2000 Sydney Australia Oceania 
2004 Athens Greece Europe 
2008 Beijing China Asia 
2012 London UK Europe 
2016 Rio de 

Janeiro 
Brazil South America 

The Olympic rings 

The symbol of the Olympics is five 

interlocking rings, coloured blue, 

green, black, yellow and red, on a 

white background. This was designed 

in 1912 by Baron Pierre de Coubertin 

who was co-founder of the Olympic 

Games. The colours represented all of 

the colours from the national flags of 

countries taking part in the games at 

that time. Coubertin described the 

rings as ‘truly an international 

symbol.’ More than a century on, it is 

one of the most recognisable images 

in the world. 

The Olympic flame 

The Olympic flame is an Olympic 

tradition. It commemorates the theft 

of fire from the Greek god Zeus by 

Prometheus. 

Every four years, the Olympic flame 

travels around the world in a torch 

relay. Eventually, it gets to the host 

city, and the games are officially 

opened when somebody lights the 

cauldron with the torch in the 

Olympic Stadium. In London 2012, 

this was done by UK Olympic hero 

Steve Redgrave along with seven 

young athletes. 



 Questions – The modern Olympic Games 

1) How often do the Olympics take place? (1)  

 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

2) Who chooses the host city for the Olympics? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
3) What four types of games do the Olympics consist of, providing ‘something for 

everyone’. (4) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

4) When and where did the first modern Olympics take place? (2) 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 
5) Which continent has hosted the most Olympics? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Which cities have hosted the Olympics on more than one occasion? (4) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

7) Which continent will host the Olympics for the first time in 2016? (1)  

_____________________________________ 

 

8) Look at the years when the Olympics have taken place. Can you spot the years when 

the Olympics was cancelled due to the war? (3) 

_________________________________________________ 

 

9) Why do you think that it’s important that the Olympic rings are interlocking? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

10) What makes the Olympic rings ‘truly an international symbol’? (2)  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

11) What sentence tells us how the Olympic flame is a tradition which started in ancient 

Greece? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Answers – The modern Olympic Games 

1) How often do the Olympics take place? (1)  
Every four years 
 

2) Who chooses the host city for the Olympics? (1) 
 The International Olympic Committee 

 
3) What four types of games do the Olympics consist of, providing ‘something for 

everyone’. (4) 
Summer games; winter games; youth games; Paralympics. 
 

4) When and where did the first modern Olympics take place? (2) 
1896. Athens, Greece. 

 
5) Which continent has hosted the most Olympics? (1) Europe 

 

6) Which cities have hosted the Olympics on more than one occasion? (4) 
Athens, London, Los Angeles, Paris 
 

7) Which continent will host the Olympics for the first time in 2016? (1)  

South America 

 

8) Look at the years when the Olympics have taken place. Can you spot the years when 

the Olympics was cancelled due to the war? (3) 

1916, 1940, 1944 

 

9) Why do you think that it’s important that the Olympic rings are interlocking? (2) 

Provide marks for answers that refer to unity, and countries working together. 

 

10) What makes the Olympic rings ‘truly an international symbol’? (2)  

The colours represent all the countries that took part. 

 

11) What sentence tells us how the Olympic flame is a tradition which started in ancient 

Greece? 

It commemorates the theft of fire from the Greek god Zeus by Prometheus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stars of Rio: Simone Biles 

 

 

In the team event, Team USA won gold thanks to Simone Biles and her team-mates, Aly 

Raisman, Madison Kocian, Laurie Hernandez and Gabby Douglas. They won gold 

because they scored the most points from the judges, with Russia and China taking the 

other medals. Here is a guide to the events that they took part in. 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘floor’ simply involves the floor! A 

gymnast has 70 seconds with no 

apparatus to perform a routine on a 

large square mat measuring 12m at the 

sides. The routines are accompanied by 

music, and gymnasts perform a variety 

of rolls, jumps and cartwheels.  

On the uneven bars, a gymnast has to 

use their upper body strength to 

swing and leap elegantly and 

acrobatically between two bars. They 

are called uneven because they are 

different heights: One is 2.5m high 

and the other is 1.7m high. 

The beam is a real test of balance and 

nerve. A gymnast performs moves 

such as the back handspring and the 

front tuck mount on a beam that is 

5m long and just 10cm wide! A fall 

results in lost marks – and a huge 

amount of pain! 

 

Simone Biles was the golden 

girl of Rio 2016, with four gold 

medals. 

     Her breath-taking 

performances and dazzling 

smile touched the hearts of the 

world, and made everyone in 

the USA extremely proud of 

this talented young gymnast. 

     In Rio, Biles became the 

Olympic champion in the team 

event; the individual all round; 

the vault; and the floor. 

     Biles has now nineteen gold 

medals in Olympics and World 

Championships, making her 

the most successful American 

gymnast in history.   

    At just 19-years old, she has a 

gold medal for every year of her 

life. Let’s hope that Biles strikes 

gold again in Tokyo 2020!  

PROFILE  

Simone Arianne Biles 

was born in 

Columbus, Ohio on 

March 14th 1997. 

Her parents were 

unable to look after 

her due to their drug 

and alcohol 

addictions, so Biles 

spent much of her 

childhood with foster 

carers. In 2003, Biles 

was adopted by her 

grandfather, along 

with her younger 

sister, Adria. 

Measuring just 

142cm, Biles proves 

that being short 

doesn’t stop you from 

being on top of the 

world! 

 

The vault involves a sprint and jump 

off a springboard onto a vault (like a 

padded table). The gymnast then 

pushes off the vault with their hands 

and completes twists through the air 

before landing on a mat. It is all over in 

seconds. Jumps from the vault include 

the Kasamatsu and the Yurchenko – 

named after famous gymnasts. 



Questions – Stars of Rio: Simone Biles 

1) Why is Simone Biles described as the ‘golden girl of Rio 2016’? (1)  

______________________________________________________________ 

2) What four events did Simone win gold medals in at Rio 2016? (4) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3) How many gold medals has she won in total at Olympics and World Championships? (1) 

_______________ 

4) What is Tokyo 2020? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5) In the profile section, can you answer the following questions? (4) 

What is her middle name? _________________________________________ 

Where was she born?  ____________________________________________ 

What is her younger sister called? _____________________________________ 

How tall is she? ___________________________ 

 

6) What are the names of her team-mates who in the team event? (4)  

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

7) Who won the silver and bronze medals in the team event? (2) 

____________________________________________ 

 

8) How long does a gymnast perform for on the floor? (1) ______________________ 

9) What is the difference in height between the two bars in the uneven bars? (1) 
______________________ 

10) Why is the beam a test of balance and nerve? (2) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

11) On which piece of apparatus might you see the Kasamatsu and the Yurchenko? (1) 

_________________________________ 

 



Answers – Stars of Rio: Simone Biles 

1) Why is Simone Biles described as the ‘golden girl of Rio 2016’? (1)  

She won four gold medals. 

2) What four events did Simone win gold medals in at Rio 2016? (4) 

the team event; the individual all round; the vault; and the floor. 

3) How many gold medals has she won in total at Olympics and World Championships? (1) 

19  

4) What is Tokyo 2020? (2) 

The next Olympics 

 

5) In the profile section, can you answer the following questions? (4) 

What is her middle name? Arianne 

Where was she born?  Columbus, Ohio 

What is her younger sister called? Adria 

How tall is she? 142cm 

 

6) What are the names of her team-mates who in the team event? (4)  

Aly Raisman, Madison Kocian, Laurie Hernandez, Gabby Douglas 

 

7) Who won the silver and bronze medals in the team event? (2) 

Russia and China 

 

8) How long does a gymnast perform for on the floor? (1) 70-seconds 

9) What is the difference in height between the two bars in the uneven bars? (1)  

0.8m or 80cm. 

10) Why is the beam a test of balance and nerve? (2)  

Provide marks for answers that refer to standing on a beam of just 10cm width whilst 
performing acrobatic moves. Also provide marks for references to danger of falling off 
and losing balance. 

11) On which piece of apparatus might you see the Kasamatsu and the Yurchenko? (1) 

The vault 

 



                          Stars of Rio: Laura Trott 

 

 

Team GB dominated the track cycling events at the 

Velodrome in Rio, but one cyclist in particular stole 

the headlines. 

    Laura Rebecca Trott became the darling of Great 

Britain with her scintillating performances, which 

brought her gold medals in the Team Pursuit and 

Omnium events. Although one of the smallest 

cyclists on the international scene, Trott’s 

incredible bursts of pace have earned her the 

nickname ‘the pocket rocket’. 

     Life, however, started very differently for Laura. 

Born prematurely with a collapsed lung, it’s a 

wonder that she made it to the Olympic podium at 

all! Later on, she was diagnosed with asthma, and 

doctors advised that she take up sport to control 

her breathing, so she tried trampolining. Her love 

of cycling came when she was eight years old and 

her mother took up the pastime to lose weight. 

Laura enjoyed riding with her mum, and has never 

looked back since! 

     At just 24-years old, we can certainly expect to 

see Trott at Tokyo in 2020. She has also spoke 

about her desire to be a wife and mother – she is 

engaged to fellow Team GB cyclist and Olympic 

gold medallist, Jason Kenny. Together they make a 

formidable team! 

Her two golds in Rio made her the most successful 

female British cyclist in Olympic history – she also 

won two golds at London 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

PROFILE 

Date of birth: 24th April 1992 

Place of birth: Harlow, Essex, England. 

Height: 1.63m 

Weight: 52 kg 

Team: Matrix Fitness Pro Cycling 

Olympic medals: 4x gold  

World Championship medals: 7x 

gold, 4x silver, 1x bronze 

European Championships: 10x gold 

Commonwealth Games: 2x gold 

Other honours: Order of the British 

Empire (OBE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The golden post-box 

The British have a unique way 

of commemorating their 

Olympic champions. After the 

Olympics in London, post 

boxes in the home towns of 

gold medallists were painted 

gold. They are usually red. For 

Laura Trott, a post box was 

painted in her place of birth, 

Harlow. Another was painted 

in the town where she now 

lives, which is Cheshunt. 

Royal seal of 
approval 

One of Laura’s proudest 

achievements is her OBE. 

This stands for ‘Order of 

the British Empire’. This 

is a special medal 

awarded personally by 

Her Majesty The Queen 

to people whose work has 

made a positive impact 

on the country. 



Questions – Stars of Rio: Laura Trott 

1) What sport does Laura Trott compete in? (1)  
_____________________________ 

2) What events did she win her gold medals in at Rio 2016? (2) 

_________________________________________________________ 

3) Why is she known as ‘the pocket rocket’? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4) What caused her to start cycling? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

5) What two health barriers has she overcome to become a professional cyclist? (2)  

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

6) What other sport did she try as a child?  (1)   _____________________ 

7) Who is she going to marry? (1) __________________________________ 

8) How many gold medals did she win at London 2012? (1)  _____________ 

9) How many gold medals has she won at all major games and championships? (1)  
 
___________ 

10) What is the unique way in which British Olympic champions are 
commemorated? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

11) What is Laura Trott’s home town? __________________________ 

12) How do we know that The Queen is impressed by Laura Trott’s exploits? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

13) Circle the two adjectives that could be used to describe a professional cyclist. (2) 

acrobatic     accurate                athletic                 intelligent               rapid 

 

14) Write down three sentences to explain why Laura Trott inspires you. (3) 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



Answers – Stars of Rio: Laura Trott 

1) What sport does Laura Trott compete in? (1)  Cycling 

2) What events did she win her gold medals in at Rio 2016? (2) 

Team pursuit, Omnium 

3) Why is she known as ‘the pocket rocket’? (2) 

Even though she is small (as if she could fit in a pocket), she is very quick (like a 
rocket). 

4) What caused her to start cycling? (1) 

Her mother wished to lose weight. 

5) What two health barriers has she overcome to become a professional cyclist? (2)  

She had a collapsed lung when she was born; she has asthma. 

6) What other sport did she try as a child?  (1)   trampolining 

7) Who is she going to marry? (1) Jason Kenny 

8) How many gold medals did she win at London 2012? (1)  2 

9) How many gold medals has she won at all major games and championships? (1)  
 
23 

10) What is the unique way in which British Olympic champions are 
commemorated? (1) 

Post boxes are painted gold in their honour. 

11) What is Laura Trott’s home town? Cheshunt 

12) How do we know that The Queen is impressed by Laura Trott’s exploits? (1) 

The Queen awarded her the OBE. 

13) Circle the two adjectives that could be used to describe a professional cyclist. (2) 

acrobatic     accurate                athletic                 intelligent               rapid 

 

14) Write down three sentences to explain why Laura Trott inspires you. (3) 

Provide a mark for each relevant sentence. 

 

 

 



                          Stars of Rio: Michael Phelps 

 

 

 

PROFILE 

Name: Michael Fred Phelps II 

Nickname: The Baltimore Bullet, 

Flying Fish 

Date of birth: 30th June 1985  

Place of birth: Baltimore, Maryland 

Height: 1.93m 

Weight: 88kg 

Nationality: United States 

Strokes: Butterfly, individual medley, 

freestyle, backstroke 

Club: North Baltimore Aquatic Club 

Coach: Bob Bowman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Phelps was already in the Olympic hall of 

fame before Rio 2016, but the swimmer’s exploits 

in Brazil have confirmed his status as the greatest 

Olympian of all time. 

     In total, Phelps has won 28 medals at Olympic 

Games, including an incredible 23 gold medals. He 

earned five of these at Rio. His dominance of the 

pool has also seen him set 39 world records! 

     His first Olympics was in Sydney, 2000 at the 

age of just 15. He didn’t win any medals but did 

enough to prove that he was a force to be reckoned 

with. Rio was his fifth and final games as he now 

plans to retire. He did, however, quit swimming in 

after the London games in 2012, but came out of 

retirement for Rio, so you never know – we may see 

him in Tokyo in four years time! 

     Phelps was inspired by his two older sisters, 

Hilary and Whitney, who were both great 

childhood swimmers. As a toddler, he would watch 

them go up and down the pool whilst sitting in his 

stroller. When he first started swimming himself, 

aged seven, he was afraid to put his face in the 

water, instead choosing to float on his back. It’s no 

surprise that backstroke became the first stroke he 

mastered! Shortly after starting to swim, Phelps 

was diagnosed with attention-deficit hyperactivity 

disorder (ADHD). He battled through this, 

channelling his energy to become the most 

successful swimmer in history. 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phelps Olympic roll of honour: 

Sydney 2000 

Athens 2004    

Beijing 2008 

London 2012 

Rio 2016 

Most successful Olympians of all time: 

Name and 
country 

Sport 
   

Michael 
Phelps 
(USA) 

Swimming 23 3 2 

Larisa 
Latynina 
(Russia) 

Gymnastics 9 5 4 

Paavo 
Nurmi 
(Finland) 

Athletics 9 3 0 

Mark Spitz 
(USA) 

Swimming 9 1 1 

Carl Lewis 
(USA) 

Athletics 9 1 0 

 



Questions – Stars of Rio: Michael Phelps 

1) Where was Michael Phelps first Olympics? (1)  
_____________________________ 

2) Who inspired Phelps to take up swimming? (2) 

_________________________________________________________ 

3) Why is it ‘no surprise’ that backstroke was the first stroke he mastered? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4) What condition did Phelps overcome in order to become a champion swimmer? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

5) Match the statement to the number from the text. One has been done for you. (5) 

23   Age at which he started swimming 

15   Number of world records 

28   Total number of Olympic gold medals 

39   Age at which he swum in his first Olympics 

5   Number of Olympics competed in 

7   Total number of Olympic medals 

 

6) Provide a reason as to why he was given each of the following nicknames:  (2)    

The Baltimore Bullet ___________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Flying Fish _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

7) He competes in the medley, but what three strokes does he swim? (3) 

__________________________________________________________ 

10) Which was his most successful Olympics? (1) ________________________ 

11) Which was his least successful Olympics? (1) ________________________ 

12) Michael Phelps has won 14 more gold medals than Carl Lewis. Write two more 
facts that we know from the table of information where this fact can be found. (2) 

1._________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________ 



Answers – Stars of Rio: Michael Phelps 

1) Where was Michael Phelps first Olympics? (1)  Sydney  

2) Who inspired Phelps to take up swimming? (2) 

His sisters, Hilary and Whitney 

3) Why is it ‘no surprise’ that backstroke was the first stroke he mastered? (2) 

When he started to swim, he didn’t like to put his face in the water (1) so floated on 
his back (1). 

 4) What condition did Phelps overcome in order to become a champion swimmer? (1) 

ADHD 

5) Match the statement to the number from the text. One has been done for you. (5) 

23   Age at which he started swimming 

15   Number of world records 

28   Total number of Olympic gold medals 

39   Age at which he swum in his first Olympics 

5   Number of Olympics competed in 

7   Total number of Olympic medals 

 

6) Provide a reason as to why he was given each of the following nicknames:  (4)    

The Baltimore Bullet He is from Baltimore (1), and he is fast, like a bullet (1) 

Flying Fish  He swims like a fish (1), and flying is another word for fast (1). 

7) He competes in the medley, but what three strokes does he swim? (3)  

backstroke, freestyle and butterfly 

10) Which was his most successful Olympics? (1) Sydney 2000 

11) Which was his least successful Olympics? (1) Beijing 2008 

12) Michael Phelps has won 14 more gold medals than Carl Lewis. Write two more 
facts that we know from the table of information where this fact can be found. (2) 

Provide marks for relevant facts. 

 

 

 



               Stars of Rio 

Mo Farah 

Mo Farah is the most successful Olympic 

British track runner of all time. Famously, 

he won both the 5000m and 10,000m at 

London 2012 – before repeating the feat at 

Rio 2016. He even fell during the final of 

one of races in Rio but overtook his 

competitors to claim gold.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    His road to glory hasn’t been 

straightforward. Mohamed Muktar Farah 

(or Mo, for short) was born on 23rd March 

1983 in Mogadishu, the capital city of the 

African country of Somalia.  

     At that time, however, Mogadishu was a 

dangerous country to live. A civil war in the 

country meant Farah and his twin brother 

Hassan often went to sleep to the sound of 

gunfire. Initially, the children were sent to 

live with their grandmother in Djibouti to 

avoid the trouble. Eventually, Mo and 

Hassan’s father decided to move some of 

his family to England. 

     So, at the age of eight, Mo moved to 

London, but his brother Hassan stayed 

behind with his grandmother. It would be 

another twelve years before the twin 

brothers would be reunited. 

    The young Mo Farah didn’t speak a word 

of English when he arrived in England, but 

quickly adapted to the culture. Taking up 

athletics at high school, Farah started to 

lead a disciplined life of training and 

dieting, with very little social life. It was this 

lifestyle, together with his devout Muslim 

faith, which has helped him to become a 

world beater.  

      

      

Yusra Mardini 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the loudest cheers at the Rio Olympic 

opening ceremony came when the team of ten 

refugees entered the stadium. These athletes 

no longer had a fixed country as they had fled 

their home countries because of war. 

     Of all of their remarkable and heart-

breaking stories, Yusra Mardini’s journey to 

Rio stands out in particular. Mardini is an 18-

year old from the war-torn country of Syria. 

She trained in a pool where the roof had been 

blown off by bombs in her home city of 

Damascus. Eventually, she made the difficult 

decision to leave Syria, in fear of her life. 

Together with her sister, they travelled by 

land through Lebanon and Turkey before 

trying to reach Greece by boat. 

     Setting sail for the Greek coast in a tiny 

boat, Yusra, her sister Sarah and 18 other 

refugees made their way across the 

Mediterranean Sea. Thirty minutes into their 

voyage, the motor on their boat failed. The 

boat, which was meant for just six people, was 

left helplessly bobbing around in the open 

sea. Just four of the people on board could 

swim, including Yusra and Sarah. Attaching 

themselves to the boat with ropes, the four 

swimmers tugged the boat to the coast in 

freezing cold waters. It took them over three 

hours, but amazingly, they made it. 

     Yusra is now living and training in 

Germany. At Rio 2016, she won her heat in 

the 100m butterfly, which was an incredible 

achievement for her. Her greatest 

achievements, however, are escaping with her 

life from a country ravaged by brutal war, and 

saving the lives of her fellow refugees on the 

boat.  

      

 



Questions – Stars of Rio: Yusra Mardini and Mo Farah 

1)  What does the word refugee mean? Use the text to help you. (2)  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

2) Which three countries did Mardini travel through on the way to Germany? (3) 

_________________________________________________________ 

3) How many refugees in total were on the boat? (1 ) ____________ 

4) Why was the boat ‘helplessly bobbing around in the open sea’? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

5) What was her great achievement at Rio 2016? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

6) What is Mo Farah’s full name? (1) ________________________________ 

7) How old was he when he moved to London? (1) ________________ 

8) What must he have found difficult when he first moved to England? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

9) What is Mo Farah’s religion? (1) _________________________________ 

10) Match the place in the text with the statement. One has been done for you: 

Damascus    Where Yusra lives now 

Germany    The home of Mo’s grandmother 

Djibouti    Yusra’s home city 

Mogadishu    The country where Hassan lives 

Somalia    The capital city of Somalia 

Syria     The country of Yusra’s birth 

 

11) What makes the stories of Yusra and Mo similar? (3)  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Answers – Stars of Rio: Yusra Mardini and Mo Farah 

1)  What does the word refugee mean? Use the text to help you. (2)   

Provide marks for answers that refer to ‘athletes [that] no longer had a fixed country as they had 
fled their home countries because of war’. 

2) Which three countries did Mardini travel through on the way to Germany? (3) 

Lebanon, Turkey, Greece. 

3) How many refugees in total were on the boat? (1 ) 20 

4) Why was the boat ‘helplessly bobbing around in the open sea’? (1) 

The engine on the boat had failed. 

5) What was her great achievement at Rio 2016? (1) 

Winning her heat in the 100m butterfly 

6) What is Mo Farah’s full name? (1) Mohamed Muktar Farah 

7) How old was he when he moved to London? (1) 8 

8) What must he have found difficult when he first moved to England? (2) 

He couldn’t speak a word of English (1); he would have missed his brother (1). 

9) What is Mo Farah’s religion? (1) Muslim (or Islam) 

10) Match the place in the text with the statement. One has been done for you: 

Damascus    Where Yusra lives now 

Germany    The home of Mo’s grandmother 

Djibouti    Yusra’s home city 

Mogadishu    The country where Hassan lives 

Somalia    The capital city of Somalia 

Syria     The country of Yusra’s birth 

 

11) What makes the stories of Yusra and Mo similar? (3)  

Provide a mark for each relevant statement in longer answers referring to them 
both leaving their home countries for their own safety. 

 

 



Lightning Bolt! 

He was the  

man that everybody 

wanted to see at the    

Rio Olympics. 

The final of the 100 metres 

sprint has always been hugely 

popular, but in Rio, the world 

saw its final glimpse of Usain 

Bolt at the Olympic Games. 

Bolt has set the world of athletics 

alight with his lightning speed 

and dazzling personality. He 

burst onto the scene at the 2008 

Olympics in Beijing when he 

won three gold medals – in the 

100m, the 200m and the 100m 

relay. 

After this, Bolt was globally 

famous. The following year, at 

the age of 22, he became the 

fastest man that the world has 

ever seen when he ran a World 

Record in the 100m at the World 

Championships in Berlin. He 

finished long before his 

competitors in a time of 9.58 

seconds. 

Not satisfied with one record, 

Bolt ran the fastest ever 200m 

later that week, in 19.19 seconds. 

Both of these records still stand 

today. 

Bolt went on to win the 100m, 

200m and relay again at the 

London Olympics in 2012, taking 

his Olympic gold medal tally to 

six. This makes him one of the 

most decorated Olympian 

athletes in history. 

 

                     The treble treble! 

The Rio Olympics were Usain Bolt’s last. 

Although he is naturally gifted and a born 

entertainer, Bolt has said that he doesn’t 

enjoy training and wants to retire from being 

an athlete and try something else, such as 

playing professional football. 

But he certainly bowed out in style! Not only 

did Bolt win the 100m sprint, beating hotly 

fancied Justin Gatlin to the title; he also won 

the 200m and the 100m relay, just as he did 

in 2008 and 2012. 

This meant that he won the treble treble, and 

with nine gold medals, he has become the 

greatest sprinter in history! 

One thing is for sure though – the sport will 

never see a character and athlete like Bolt 

again! 

Just how fast is Usain Bolt? 

Usain Bolt can run at a speed of 28 miles per hour. To give you an 

idea of how fast that is, here is a graph to show how fast some 

mammals can run (all speeds are in miles per hour): 

 
 

 

Fact file 

Full name: Usain St Leo Bolt 

Date of birth: 21 August 1986 
Location of birth: Kingston, Jamaica 
Height: 1.95 metres 

Weight: 94kg 



Questions – Lightning Bolt! 

1) What country is Usain Bolt from? (1) ______________________________ 

 
2) Match the year to the event that occurred. One has been done for you: 

 

2008    Bolt wins at the London Olympics. 
2016  Usain Bolt is born. 
2012    Bolt bursts onto the scene in Beijing. 

1986    Bolt wins in Rio. 
 

3) Why is Usain Bolt known as ‘Lightning Bolt’? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4) What does he want to do when he retires? (1) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

5) What does he dislike about his sport? (1) 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

6) Who was Bolt’s main rival in the 100m at Rio? (1) ________________________ 
 

7) Look at the graph. Put the mammals, including Bolt in order from slowest to fastest: 

1. ______________________________ 

2. ______________________________ 

3. ______________________________ 

4. ______________________________ 

5. ______________________________ 

 

8) Find the sentence that tells us that Usain Bolt’s world records have not been beaten. (1)  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

9) How old was Bolt when he broke his world records in 2009, and where did this take 

place? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

10) From the text, tick the facts about Usain Bolt that are true: (2) 

He is almost 2m tall.                 □         His first Olympics was in London.    □  

This will not be his last Olympics. □        He can run faster than an elephant – just! □  

11) Why are his achievements in Rio known as the treble treble? (2) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 



 

Answers – Lightning Bolt! 

1) What country is Usain Bolt from? (1) Jamaica 
 

2) Match the year to the event that occurred. One has been done for you: 

 
2008    Bolt wins at the London Olympics. 
2016  Usain Bolt is born. 

2012    Bolt bursts onto the scene in Beijing. 
1986    Bolt wins in Rio. 
 

3) Why is Usain Bolt known as ‘Lightning Bolt’? (2) 
1 mark - reference to the simile ‘as fast as lightning’  
1 mark - reference to the play on words in his name 

 

4) What does he want to do when he retires? (1)  

Become a professional footballer 

 

5) What does he dislike about his sport? (1) 

The training 
 

6) Who was Bolt’s main rival in the 100m at Rio? (1)  

Justin Gatlin 
 

7) Look at the graph. Put the mammals, including Bolt in order from slowest to fastest: 

1. Mouse 

2. Elephant 

3. Usain Bolt 

4. Lion 

5. Cheetah 

 

8) Find the sentence that tells us that Usain Bolt’s world records have not been beaten. (1)  
‘Both of these records still stand today.’ 

 

9) How old was Bolt when he broke his world records in 2009, and where did this take 

place? (2) 

He was 22 years old. He broke the records in Berlin. 

 

10) From the text, tick the facts about Usain Bolt that are true: (2) 
He is almost 2m tall.                          His first Olympics was in London.                     

This will not be his last Olympics.                      He can run faster than an elephant – just!      

11) Why are his achievements in Rio known as the treble treble? (2) 

He has won three events in three different Olympics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


